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Background

This reprt is part of a series of booklets, which contain compiled information about each city, town, and
village in the Salfit Governorate. These booklets came as a result of a comprehensive study of all
localities inSalfit Governorate, which aims at depictitige overall living conditions in the governorate

and presenting developmental plans to assist in developing the livelihood of the population in the area. It
was accomplished through th¥illage Profiles and Needs Assessment;" the project funded by the
Spanish Agency for International Coepation for Development (AECID).

The 'Village Profiles and Needs Assessment” was designed to study, investigate, analyze and document
the socieeconomic conditions and the needed programs and activities to mitigate phet iof the
current unsecure political, economic and social conditiosalifit Governorate.

The project's objectives are to survey, analyze, and document the available natural, human,
socioeconomic and environmental resources, and the existing lomgand needs assessment for the
development of the rural and marginalized areaSalfit Governorate. In addition, the project aims at
preparing strategic developmental programs and activities to mitigate the impact of the current political,
social, andeconomic instability with the focus on the agricultural sector.

All locality profiles in Arabic and English are available onlinéntip://vprofile.arij.org



http://vprofile.arij.org/
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Brugin Town Profile

Location and Physical Characteristics

Bruqinis aPalestiniartown in Salfit Governoratdocated7.9 km westof Salfit City. Bruqinis bordered
by Salfit city andFarkhavillageto the eastQar awat Bani al&8anidZaid idlagésrin Rangallah
Governorateo thesouth Kafr ad Dikvillage to thewest andHaris and Sarta villagds thenorth (ARIJ-
GIS, 2013 (SeeMap 1)

Map 1: Brugin location and borders
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Bruginis located aan altitude of372m above sea level with mean annual rainfall 3015 mm. The
average annual temperaturd &C° whilst the average annual humidity ispggoximately62% (ARIJ-GIS,
2013.
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Since200Q Brugin has been governed byMuwnicipal Council which is currently administrated 8
members appoirt by the PalestiniaNational Authority (PNA). Thereare8 employes working in the
council, which owns a permanenteadquartershat is included within théloint Services Councfbr
Development and Bhning $@puth of Salfit. The Counciblsoownsa doubleuse vehicle and water and
electricity maintenance devicdsut does not possess a vehicle for the collection of solid @&sign
Municipality, 2019).

It is the responsibility of thé/unicipal Council to providea number of services to the residents of
Brugin, including(Brugin Municipality, 2019:

Establishment anchaintenancef the drinking wateandelectricity network.
Road constructiorestorationstreet cleaningnd sociatlevelopmensevices
Organization of construction and licensing processes.

Implementation of projects and studies for tin.

Provision of offices folGovernmental services

Permanently @mbaing the presence abdents and mosquitoes

= =4 =4 -8 -8 -9

History

Brugintown wasa resing place fortradersand their camelesho used to pass by in caravahbe name

Bruqgin consists of two parts, the first (Bur), méamwheat, and the othe®{n), a word spoken to force
camelgo sitdownThus by time, thi sBpdnace became known a
The town was established the Roman eravhich is emphasized by the Romanian and Islamic ancient
ruins in the townand its residents are descendants ftioenArabian Peninsul@rugin Municipality, 2019.

Photo of Brugin
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Religious and Archaeologial Sites

Therearethreemosqus in thetown (Abu Bakr as SiddigAli Ben Abi Talib and Brugin OldMosqug.
The town has several sites of archaeological intemektding: Khirbet QargashKhirbet al Fakhakheer,
Khirbet Dar Hamad a nm, infaddition$ohthe iold townMuildiny®nz sh8uld
note here that none of these sites are qualified for toBsmjin Municipality, 2019 (See Map 2)

Map 2: Main Iocatlons in Bruqln Town
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Population

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the total populaBamgofin 2007
was 3,194, of whom 1,643 were maleand 1,551 femak. Therewere 564 householdsecordedasliving
in 627 housing units.
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Age Groups and Gender

The General Census of Population and Housing carried olR®BSin 2007 showed the distributiaf

age groups iBruginis as follows:41.5% wereless than 15 yearsf age 54.4% werebetween 1%nd

64 yearf age and4.1% were65 yearof age orolder. Dataalso showed that theexratio of males to
females in theown is 105.9:100, meaning that malesnd femalesonstitute51.4% and 486% of the

population respectively

Families

Brugin residents ardrom several families, includingSamarahBarakat, AbdAllah, Abdul Rahman,
Sabrah, Amer, Salameh, Ash Sheikh Omar, Bakr, Al Bajah, Al Khateeb and Skeitéres (Brugin
Municipality, 2019).

Immigration

The field survey conducted by ARIJ shethat gproximately27 families have left the town since Al
Agsa Intifada in 200QBrugin Municipality, 2019.

Education

According to the results of the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment-Qéa3use illiteracy
rate amongBrugin populationwas approximatel.6%, of whom82.9% were females.Of the liteiate
population 13% could onlyread and writewith no formal education21% had elementargducation
26.7% had preparatory educatiori% had secondary educatiorand 14.6% completed higher
education Tablel shows the educational level in ttevn of Brugin by sex and educational attainment
(2007).

Table 1: Brugin population (10 years and above) by sex and educational attainment

S . Can . .

£ lllite - read & Element | Preparat- | Second A.SSOCIate Bachelor H!gher Master | PhD Un- Total
" rate wiite ary ory ary Diploma Diploma known

M 22 151 228 334 228 68 120 4 11 6 1 1,173
F | 107 147 253 279 209 38 87 0 1 0 1 1,122
T | 129 298 481 613 437 106 207 4 12 6 2 2,295

Source PCBS, 2009

Thereare four public schoos in the town, all of which arerun by the Palestian Ministry of Higher
Education(Directorate of Education i8alfit, 2012) (see Table 2)

Table 2: Schools inBrugin by name, stage, sex, and supervising authorit(11/2012)

School Name Supervising Authority Sex
Brugin GirlsbSecondanschool Government Female
Brugin GirlsbElementarySchool Government Female
Brugin BoysbElementarySchool Government Male
Brugin Co-educatedsecondarschool Government Mixed

Source Directorate of Education i8alfit, 2012
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In the town there ar&,032 students 63 teaclers, and38 classesThe average number of students per
teacher in the school is nead$, whilst the average number of students per class is approxin@ately
(Directorate of Education i8alfit, 2012).

Thereis also onekindergarten inBrugin town run ly a private organizatiofDirectorate of Education in
Salfit, 2012) (See table 3 below).

Table 3: Kindergartens in Brugin town by name and supervising authority

Name of Kindergarten No. of Classes | No. of Teachers| Supervising Authority
Brugin Kindergarten 3 4 Private
Source: Directorate of Education iBalfit, 2012

The educational sector Brugintown faces a number obbstacles, mainlyBrugin Municipality, 2012:

1 Thelack ofeducationalnd financiaktapacities in some schools.

1 The lack of classroosThe engthydistance between many houses and the schools.

1 The schools poor infrastructure Some need expansion, rehabilitation, renovation or even
destruction and rebuilding of somparts of thebuilding, as they are considered a real threat to
studentslives.

T The Occupat i oo demaishdBrm Girlsd Bementary Schotdue to itslocation
in area C.

Health Status

Bruqgin hasa governmental health centdhreegeneral physicians clinics (one governmental amal
private), one governmentaimother and child care centeryvo private dental clinics and a private
pharmacy The town also hasvo ambulance; oneowned by the Red Crescent Sociahd the other is
privatdy owned In the absence of required health services or in emergepatests are transferred to
Yasir Arafat Governmentafiospitalin Salfit city (14 km away) or toSalfit Health Directorat€12 km
away) (Brugin Municipality, 2013.

The health sector in thewn faces a number obbstacles and problemgtincipally (Brugin Municipality,
2012):

The lack ofa medical laboratory.
The lack of aesidentphysician in the health center.
The lack ofmanytypes of medicines in the town.

1
1
1
1 The lack ofambulance.
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Economic Activities

The economy iBrugin is dependeninainly on theemgoyees (private and governmental) seettich
absorb10% of thet o w wadskéorce(Brugin Municipality, 2019 (See Figurdl).

The results ofa field surveyconducted by the ARIJ team in ZDfor the distribution of labor by
economic activity irBruqgin are asfollows:

Government or Other Employees Sector (40%)
Agriculture Sector38%)

Israeli Labor Market15%)

Services Sector (3%)

Trade Sector @)

Industry %)

= =4 =4 -8 -4 -9

Figure 1: The distribution of labor force among main economic actiities in Brugin

Employment
Sector

Agriculture
40%

38%
I

Industry
2%

Services
3%

Israeli labor
Trade Sector market
2% 15%
Source: Brugin Municipality, 2012

Brugin has 25 groceries 4 fruits and vegetable stores 1 bakey, 10 service stores,5 different
professional workshop4 stonecutte, a quarry and a crusher, alive oil-pressand 3stores for cldies
andused furniturgBrugin Municipality, 2013.

During 2012, he unemployment rate Brugin reached3%. Thegroupsmosteconomicallyaffectedby
the Israeli restrictioneave beelBrugin Municipality, 2012:
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Labor Force

Former workers in Israeli.
Agricultureworkers
Workersin the tradesector
Industral workers
Workers inthe services sector.

Salfit Governorate

According to the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment G208is31.5% of Brugin labor
force waseconomically activeof whom 81.6% were emplged 68.4% were noteconomical active,
57.3% were studentsand29.9% were houskeepers (Se€able4).

Table 4: Brugin population (10 yearsof ageand above) by sex and employment status

Economically active Non-economically active
Not
S Employ- ey emUIno- ed Stud- | House | Unable i Not Total
ploy Unem: ploy Total . & not Others | Total | stated
X ed (never ent | keeping | to work .
ployed worked) looking
for work
M 493 54 57 604 447 87 18 14 568 1 1,173
F 98 4 18 120 452 467 81 0 1 1,001 1 1,122
T 591 58 75 724 899 469 168 18 15 1,569 2 2,295
M: Male; F: Female; T: Total.

Source PCBS, 2009

Agricultural Sector

Bruqin has a total area @round12,285dunums of whictv,708a r e

registered

Table 5: Land use and land cover inBrugin town (area in dunum)

a sTabebamadMaplB.nt i al 6

(See

6 ar a bi6®=danurhsare d

Buil Agricultural area Area of s Arlea of
Total UL (7,708 Inland Open Industrial, etilements,
Area up water eI Spaces| Commercial & SIEL
Area | Permanent | Green | Range | Arable P - Bases &
Crops houses | lands | lands Transport Unit |\ 1’70 he
12,285 | 565 5,003 0 2,565 140 0 0 2,849 21 1,142

Source:ARIJT GIS Unit, 2012.

an
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Map 3: Land use/land cover and Segregation Wall ilBrugin Town
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Table 6 shows the different types of rafad and irrigated opeaultivated vegetables iBrugin. The
most commoly cultivated crog within this areaarej e wo s

, cabbladeawd cauliflowers.

Table 6: Total area of rain-fed and irrigated open cultivated vegé&bles inBrugin (area in dunums)

e Leally Green legumes Bulbs Ol Total Area
vegetables vegetables vegetables

Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr.

8 13 0 11 0 5 0 2 0 0 8 31

Rf.: Rainfed; Irr.: Irrigated.
Source Ministry of agiculture-Salfit, 2010

Table7 shows the different types @it trees planted in the ardaruqin is famousor olive cultivation
and there are arourB05durnumsof town lands planted witholive trees

Table 7: Total area of horticulture and olive trees inBrugin (area in dunums)

Olives Citrus Stonefruits Pome fruits Nuts Other fruits Total Area
Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr.
4,805 0 0 0 71 0 8 0 0 0 70 0 4,954 0

Rf.: Rainfed; Irr.: Irrigated.

Source Ministry of agricultureSalfit, 2010
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In terms offield crops and forage imBruqin, cereals(particularly whea) are the most cultivated
coveringan area of aboutO dunums(SeeTable 8).

Table 8: Total area of horticulture and olive trees inBrugin (area in dunums)
Dry Forage Stimulatin Other

legumes crops g crops crops
Rf. Irr. Rf. | lrr. Rf. | lrr. Rf. | lrr. Rf. | lrr. Rf. | lrr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr.
70 0 14 0 21 0 1 0 18 0 0 0 13 0 137 0

Rf.: Rainfed; Irr.: Irrigated.

Source Ministry of agricultureSalfit, 2010

Cereals Bulbs QOil crops Total Area

The difference between the two sets of results
GIS Unit in sizes of agricultural areas is explained bydthef f er ence i n each orga
land coverag and ownership. e Ministry of Agriculture and the Palestinian Central Bureau of
Statistics (2011) conducted a survey which used a definition of agricultural areas based on land
ownership. Therefore, the areas included in the survey were those ofhadtlirad)s of agricultural areas
instead of seasonal ones. The survey did not consider fragmented and small seasonal cultivated areas i
residenti al and agricultural areas. ARI Jbs sur
of small and frgmented holdings (home gardens) throughout the occupied Palestinian territbises
thereforeaccountdor the larger area of agricultural holdings calculated by ARIJ.

The field surveyconducted by ARI3hows thafl0.3% of the residents iBruginrear and keep domestic
animals such as sbp andgjoats(See Tabl®).

Table 9: Livestock in Brugin

Cows* | Sheep | Camels | Poultry | Bee Hives
5 265 0 22,000 65

*Including cows, bull calves, heifer calves and bulls

Source: Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture Salfit, 2010

There are approximatel\8 kilometers of agricultural roads in thtewn, divided as follow (Brugin
Municipality, 2019:

Table 10: Agricultural Roads in Brugin Town and their Lengths

Suitability of Agricultural Roads Length (km)
For vehicles 4
For tractors and agricultural machinery only 3
For animals only 0
Unsuitablefor any use 1

Source: Brugin Municipality, 2012

The agricultural sector in the tovimcesnumerougproblems, includinggrugin Municipality, 2019:

Israelioccupation fores hindering access to their lanasinly landsn thenorth ofthetown.
The spread of wild pigs around the town causing the destruction ofdeege of crops

The high cost of feed which hindghe development of the livestock sector.

The confiscabn of agricultural lands.

= =4 -8 -9
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The lack of capital for agricultural projects.
The lack of water resources.

The lack of agricultural roads.

The lack of agricultural equipmef(ite. tractors.

Institutions and Services

Brugintown hasa post officeanda numier oflocal institutionsand associatiornhat provide services to
various setors of society These includ€Brugin Municipality, 2012:

1 Brugin Municipal Council: Founded in2000 by the Ministry of Local Government, with the

aim of taking care of towrissues and providg various services toits population (notably,
infrastructure services).

Bruqgin Sports Club: Founded in 198 and later registerdaly the Ministry of Youth and Sports.
TheClub is interested in sportsulturaland sociahctivities foryoung persons in the town.
Brugin Women Society. Founded in 20@ by the Ministry of Interiorjt is a charitable society
that isinterested irwomen's affairgnd issues

Bruqgin Post office: Founded in 20D by the PalestinianMinistry of Telecommunicationsn
order to provide residents with postal services.

Infrastructure and Natural Resources

Electricity and Telecommunication Services

Brugin has beemronnected to a public electricity netwaikice 197. It is served bythe Israeli@atariya
Electricity Company which is the main source of electricity in ttosvn, and @proximately99% of the
housing units in thégown are connected to the nettko The town residentsface some problems
concerning electricityprimarily the electrial networlkd s n e gpansibnasrit daes not access some
places suitable for constructi@Brugin Municipality, 2019).

Brugin is also connected taa telecommunication networkApproximately60% of the housing units
within thetown boundaries areonnectedo phone linegBrugin Municipality, 2012.

Transportation Services

There are8 taxis and 2 public busesin Brugin. However, residents suffer from thack of a main
transportation line between the town and Ramallah(Bitygin Municipality, 2019. There ares km of main
roadsand13 km of secondaryoadsin Brugin (Brugin Municipality, 2012 (See Table 11)
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Table 11 Roads inBrugin town

Status of Internal Roads Rqad e (7,

Main Sub

1. Paved & in good condition 4 10
2. Paved but in poor condition 2 -
3. Unpaved - 3

Source: Brugin Municipality, 2012
Water Resources:

Bruqinis provided with wateby the dVest BankWater Departmedtthrough the public watametwork

established ii2009 Approximately85% of the housing units areonnected to B network (Brugin
Municipality, 2012

The quantity of water supplied 8ruqgin town in 2010 was approximately70,920 cubic metersyear
makingthe estimated rate of water supply per cagpproximatelys5 liters/day(Brugin Municipality, 2019).
However,no Brugin citizen consum&this amount of watedue to water lossesvhich areestimated at
approximately22% (PWA, 2010) Theselosses happen at the main source, major transport imése
distribution network, and at the householdele Thereforethe rate of water consumption per capita in
Brugqinis 43 liters per day(Brugin Municipality, 2013. The average water consumption Bfugin residents is
low compared with the minimum quantity of 100 litpes capita per dagroposed by t World Health
Organization.lt is further noted thataeh cubic meter of water from the public network céstdIS
(Brugin Municipality, 2019.

The town hagl springs which are not used by the residents dtigeiocontaminatiorfrom wastewater
flowing from the nearby Israeli settlements and Burgan Israeli Industrial zone. Also, located in the town
is a public water reservoir with a capacity of 500 cubic meteraddition t0200 householdain-water
harvesting cisternall used by the town resider{Bugin Municipality, 2013.

Sanitation:

Brugqin lacks a publicsewerage networknd most of the population use cessptsd septic tankasa
main means for wastewater dispogali§in Municipality, 2012.

Based on the estimated daily per capita watesgmption, theapproximatedamount of wastewater
generated per day 1 cubic meters, 044,254 cubic metersannually. At the individual level in the
town, it is estimated that the per capita wastewater generation is approxil@atasrs per day. The
wastewater collected by cesspitsd septic tanks idischarged by wastewater tankers directly to open
areas or nearby valleys wilittle regard for the environment. Herdstnoted that there is no wastewater
treatment either at the source or at threpdsal sites and this poses a serious threat to the environment
and public healtfARIJ - WERU, 2012)

Solid Waste Management:
The dJoint Services Council of West Saffis responsible for the collection and disposal of solid waste

generated by citizenand establishments in the towhAs the process of solid waste management is
costly, a monthly feamounting tal0 NIS/ monthis chargedo the population seed bydomestic solid
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waste collection and transportation servickl.of the monthly fees are déected from the citizens
(Brugin Municipality, 2013

Most of the population iBruqgin benefis from the solid waste services, whigyavaste is collected from
households, institutions, shops, and public squares in plastic dradysiacedin 80 containes of 1 n7
capacity.The Joint Council collects the solid wastiree times a weend transports itisinga waste

vehicleto the nearestlumping site3 km fromthe town where it issubsequenthpurnt (Brugin Municipality,
2012

The daily per capita ratef solid waste production iBruginis 1.05g. Thus the estimated amount of
solid waste produced per day from Beigin residents is nearl.7 tons or 1,345tons per yeafARIJ-
WERU, 2012).

Environmental Conditions

Like other towns and villages ithe governorateBruqin experiences several environmental problems
which must be addressed and solved. These problems can be identified as follows:

Water Crisis

1 Water is cut off by théWest BankWater Departmenifor long periods of tim&luring summer

in several neighborhoods of ttwavn for numerougeasons:

1. Israeli control ovePalestinian wateresourcescauses problems the organization of water
pumping andits distribution among populationsThe West BankWater Department
distribuieswater to vaious area®n an interval basis because tlggiantityof water available
i's not sufficient t o s uppAlsp, the West BaoknWalies n e
Department purchase water from Israeli Companies in order to meetithe i wagen s 0
needs

2. High rate of water losses, because the water netwesiged condition in need ©
rehabilitation and renovation.

Wastewater Management

1 The absence of a public sewage netwiarkhe townmeans thaBrugin residents are forced to
use unhygienic cesspits forethdisposal of wastewater, andtordischarge wastewater in the
streets. This is particularly common in winter, as citizens cannot afford the high cost of sewage
tankers during this period. These methods facilitate environmental damage, health proldems, an
the spread of epidemics and diseases in the town. This wastewater also contaminates the
groundwater because most cesspits are built without libingyoid the useof sewage tankers
and thusallowing wastewater to enter into the groundvioreover, theuntreated wastewater
collected from cesspits by sewage tankers is disposed of in open areas without concern for the
damage it causes to the environmaentvell agesidents' health.
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Solid Waste Management:

1 Zahrat al Finjadandfill, in JeninGovernoratgapproximately 32 km in distance from the center
of Salfit Governorate)is considered theentral sanitary landfilto serve SalfitGovernorate
However,the Municipalities and Mlage Councils andn Salfit Governorate do ndransferthe
solid waste taZahrat al Finjarlandfill, but ratherget rid of waste imrandomdumps scattered
throughout theGovernorate. This idue tothe high costs of transporting and dispgsvaste in
the landfill. As a result, wstesare being disposed randomiy these landfis causingan
abomination to healtland leading to thproliferation of harmful fliesinsects and mice, as well
as the bad odors, toxic gases and black smokehich is emitted when burnedAll of these
problems have harmfelffects on human healts wdl as negative environmental impact.

1 The lack of a central sanitary landfill to se®ruqin and the other neighboring communities in
the Governorate is due mainly to the obstacles created by the Israeli authorities for local and
national institutions irgranting licenses to establish a landfilhis is due to the fact that the
appropriate land is within Area C and under Israeli control. Additionally, the implementation of
such projects depends on funding from donor countries. The lack of a sanitéillyitaadsource
of groundwaterand soil pollutionthrough the leachate produced from the solid wastaech
produces bad odors and distortion of the landscape.

Impact of the Israeli Occupation

Geopolitical status inBrugin

According to the Oslo Il lierim Agreement signed between the Palestinian Liberation Organization
(PLO) and Israelon 28" September 1995Brugin was divided into areasi Ao, Bo and n C
Approximately 1,034 dunums 8.4% of thetownd s t ot wele assignedags aréa where the
Pakstinian National AuthoritfPNA) holds all responsibilities for internal security gmblic order

while 4,398 dunums36.8% of thetownd s t o Yt waere asaignedaas area B, where the Palestinian
National Authority (PNA) has a complete control over tivmatters but Israel continues to have
overriding responsibility for security. AreB constitutes most of the inhabited Palestinian areas,
including municipalities, villages and some camps. The rest ofawved s ar ea, 6858nst i
dunums $5.8% of the tota area), is classified as area Wherelsrael retains full control over security

and administration related to the territ¢tgble12). In area CPalestinian building and land management

is prohibited unless through consent or authorization bylghaeli Civil Administration Most of the

lands lying within the area Gare agricultural area®pen spaces, Palestinian urban arkadaceous
vegetatiorandlsraeli settlements



Palestinian Localities Study Salfit Governorate

Table 122 The Geopolitical Divisions ofBrugin 1 Salfit Governorate

Area Area in dunums | Percent of Totaltown area
Area A 1,034 8.4
Area B 4,398 358
Area C 6,853 55.8
Nature Reserve 0 0
Total 12,285 100

Source:ARIJGIS,2013

The Israeli Occupation Practices inBrugin Town

Brugin town has been subjected to numerous Israeli confiscations for the benefit of various Israel
objectives, represented in the construction of Israeli settlements, checkpoints, outposts and bypass road:
on the town territories, in addition to tlsegregabn plan represented by the Segregation Wall. That
which follows is a breakdown of the Israeli confiscations to have negatively affBetegh town
territories:

Throughout the years of occupation, Israel hadisoated1016 dunums ofBrugin town lands(8.3% of
the total town area) for the establishmentwb Israeli settlemesst ; Bruéhindo  a Badganindustrial
Zone. Bothsettlemerdar e | o c at e dorthennlarid$(See TaloldBn 6 s

Table 13: Israeli settlements established on lands @rugin town

Settlement Name Establishment Lands confiscated Population
Date from Brugin town
Bruchin 1999 332 485
Bargan hdustrial Zone 1981 Industrial
684 Settlement
Total 1016 485
Source: The Geeinformatics Departmerit ARIJ, 2013

Following the outbreak ofhe Second Palestinian Intifada in September 2000, Iseaipation
authorities establishefidur Israeli military checkpoirgon Brugin town lands. Two of these checkpoints
are concrete cubes that were estabtistear totwo sub earth mound roadsnnecing the town with
bypass road no 44 the northThe third checkpoint is a military observation tower established north
of the town on bypass road 44éhile the forth checkpoint iszpresented bg road gate on one of the
earth mounds north of the toyumear Bruchin settlementhese military checkpoints aim testrictthe
townresiden8 freedom ohddovement oi hhe occupationods
passing by the town.

Moreover,the Israeli Government confiscated thousandsgyataltural and noragricultural dunumsf
landto open several bypass rodabat stretch from the north to soudhthe West BankThis isin order

to link Israeli settlementsogether,therebydismembering Palestinian lands and enhancing security
controlover it Israel hasdditionallyconfiscated more land from Brugin, for the condinrcof Israeli
bypass roadios. 5and 446which extend for5kno n t h e t ohe red threat & thadbypass roads
lies in the buffer zone formed by the IOF alongstheoads extending approximately 75 m on each side.
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These buffer zones dramatically increase the total area of land affected by the construction of the bypass
roads.

In addition,lands ofBrugin town have been forcefully seized by Israeli settlers tdbéskteii Br uc hi n o
Israeli outpost whiclis connectedtd Br uc hi no | sinanatteinpt t® expand thee reettienhent

and control more Palestinian land. Moreover, during phst two decades Israel constructed 232
outposts within the West BanWhich are considered the nucleus for the development of new
settlements. Outposts are composed of mobile caravans on thestalagby the settlersand area
contiguity of a mother settlement that is near. ttagedthat the epidemic of Israeli outposts stdrivith

a ASharoniano call for Jewish settl ertansfering t ak e
them to Palestinians in negotiatiods] t hough the successive | sraeld]
phenomenon, they managed to fiadsearity and logistic cover to justifyhe act and its continuity.

After 2001 the Prime Minister Ariel Sharon unleashed the expansion of outposts which has led to a
significant increase in the number of outposts within Palestinian aheaaddition, the Isaeli
Occupation Forces (IOF) helped Israeli settlers to move and settle in those outposts, in addition to
protecting and providing them with the necessary infrastructure to guarantee their continued existence.

Moreover,Brugint o w mésgues and schodtgve beersubjected to Israeli military orders. Qine
12" June 2011lIsraeli occupation forces handed Brutfinicipal Councilmilitary notifications to halt
the constructionof Brugin Girlsé Elementary 8hool and Aliben Abi Talib Mosquein the town unde
the pretext of illegal constructicandtheir locationwithin the region classified a£C" according to the
Oslo Agreement This happened despite the fact that the areas upon which these schibass bigen
brought upby the Civil Administration of thdsraeli occupation to be within the new structural plan of
the town. According to thBlunicipal Council, the mosque was built in 2009 at a total cd§&50Q000,
while the school was built in 2010 on a total area of land of 1,478 square meteefew meters only
from Brugin Municipal Council. The school hos&30 femalestudents for the current academic year,
and was constructedt a total cost of $400,000 gramd from the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) and theéHF internationalFoundation.

It is worth noting that Brugin townhas furtherreceived dozens of notificatiorsf demolition and
suspesion ofconstruction due tthe fact thatcitizens in the towrstartedto build in areas classified as
"C" as a result othe continuouspopuation growth and the limited availability of larslitablefor
construction inarea"B", as well as the presence aprox.third of the urban arem area"C". Despite
the continuing formalattempts of citizens to expand the structural piamhe townto accommodate
urban growthlsraeli occupation authorities continueréduse these schemes and ingistestricting the
Palestinian population arteir right to live in dignity. Additionallyin return they confiscate theland
and constructisraeli ®ttlementson themwhile using Palestinian names to denote theoch as the
settlement of "Buchin " onterritory of the Palestiniatown of Brugin.

Israeli Proposal on the Structural Plansfor the Fourteen Palestiniand_ocalities in Area "C"

In 2008, thePlanningDepartment othe Israeli Civil Administratior(ICA) announcd the issuance of
structural schemes$or fourteen Palestinianocalities (including Brugin town)located inarea C;
according to the Oslo agreement of 1995. It is wadhngthat theestructural plans did not meet the
minimum needs of thes®alestinianvillages, towns and communities ofuture expansion and
developmentHowever these plansvould not have become a realityithout the pressures exerted by
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the international Quartet eoy fiTony Blairo in this regard. The deficiencies and imbalances of the

proposedschemes structuralere:

l.  In term of thelsraeli plannersthe fourteen proposedtructuralschemes arenly a reflection of
the Israeli planning departmer{bf the ICA) desire which in turn are trying to make their plans
in line with military law No. 418Moreover local councilsof those 14ocalitieswere excluded
from the process of planning and preparatibtheseschemes

Il.  Concerning th@lannedareasthe charts had corggred the borders of villages and communities
to be limited to only Palestinian urban asgawithout consideringareas for future urban
expansiorfor theselocalities.

lll.  The proposed structural plans have raised many doubts and questions, for exampkethehat i
fate of Palestinian homes and facilities which become outside the borders of the new structural
plan® Will theybe considered illegal and therefdre demolished? What is the status of open
areas thatvere added to thgroposedscheme® Can Palestiman local councils control them
administrativelyand thus issue building permits in those aPeasl will the civil administration
of the Israeli occupatioremainthe executive and administrativ®dy in those aredsIf that
happensthe new structuralplanswill be of novalue and the situation will remain the saaseit
wasin the pasteven morethings will getworse andcomplicated.

IV.  Thelsraeli proposedtructural plans had missed ttlassificationwhich was approved by Israel
under the Oslo agreeman 1995, which included the zoning of "A'B" and "C"areasas some
proposedstructural plans have included areas classifitiin the Oslo Agreemerinto areas
"A" and "B", which arealready managebly the Palestinian state (see Table 14).

Table 14: Area of the Proposed Structural Scheme in Brugin Town (dunum)

Name of Propose( Area of Proposed| Area of Palestiniaf Area of Proposed Urban Areas
Plan Plan Urban Areas Urban Areas Within|  Outside the
the Structural Plan| Structural Plan
Brugin 188 172 87 85

Israeli attacks on land and propertyof Brugin town

Brugin town was imposedo many attacks, whether by the Israeli occupation forces or Israeli settlers,
whoin turn targeted citizens and their property, tieimes and even their holy sitesa @emorning of
Decembe 2017, settlers sneaked intihe town and attempted twreak into the onlynosque inthe
town; fAli ben Abi Talib Mo s q wrddurn it, but failed due to thabitratorclosure, nevertheless,
theyburned tires oiits entrance andirote hostileslogansagainstPalestiniansi-urthermore, dring their
withdrawal they managedo burna car and a bulldozer belonging to citizens of the tolvehould be
noted here that tr@osque was notified twice in the past by the Israeli occupatiooritigh.

Moreover Israeli settlerattacked and braned trees and assaudid agricultural land irBrugin town. On
the morning of Octobei3 2011, a group of settlers frohBruchin” Israeli settlementattackedlands
near the settlement owndwy citizens fom Brugin town and burned 340 olive treegartally and
wholly. In addition to all othe above mentionedhis Palestinian towwasexposed to various types of
environmental pollutiorcaused bynearbylsraeli settlementghat werebuilt on its occupiedterritory,
mainly the industrial settlements such adVest Ariel IndustrialPark’ and 'Barqan industrial Zorle
Thesesettlements pump wastewatato Palestiniandand causingdiseases to humans and animalks
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well as pollution of lad, air and spread ofp&lemics,diseases anddad odors. Additionallythis has
greatly affected the crops and livestock in the town and its surroundings, andhevieeautiful
environment has been distorted, the raalhas o longerbeen afresh airdue tothese settlements
actions whichare not caring for angarmimposed omeighboring Palestinians

The Israeli Segregation Wall Plan inBrugin Town

The Israeli Segregation Wall plan had a negative and destructive impBcu@n residents. The latest

route of the IsraelSegregation WalPlan, blished on the Israeli Ministry of Defense's website on

April 30 2007, shows thahewall planned to be constructed Brugint o wn 6 s |west, @asttarnd t h e
north, will extend for 8 km on its land and upon its completion wolhfiscate2,457 dunums 20%) of

thet own 60 s &l will isolate merealand®r Israeli settlement activitieS.he majority oflands

planned to beisolated by the Wall includes agricultural aregsopen spacesisraeli settlements

constructedontheown 6s | an(8eeTableIB). ot her s
Table 13: Land Classification of the Isolated lands iBrugin Town i Salfit Governorate
No. Land Classification Area (in dunums)
1 Open Spaces 1,340
2 Israeli Settlements 684
3 Agricultural Areas 177
4 Shrubs and Herbaceous Vegetation 254
5 Construction Sites 2
Total 2,457
Source The Geeinformatics Departmerit ARIJ 2013

Upon the completion of the Segregation Wall plan, published by the Israeli Ministry of Defense in 2007,
the planned Racial Sezgation Wall will surround the town from three sigesastern, western and
northern, while the southern side will stay open for communication with villages north of Ramallah,
during which the Wall will isolate Brugin town from villages and towns northvaest of Salfit.This

will lead to dsmembering Palestinian lanestrictng the movement of thé”alestinian population and
confiscatng and isolaing more landfor Israeli settlemenpurposesMoreover,upon the completion of

the Wall around Brugin townijt will prevent Palestinian farmers from accessing tlaids isolated
behind the Wall, ag will not be accessed without special permits issued by the ICA and through a
special gate that will be established on the Wall route in the area.

One should &o note that Salfit Governorate villages are known for their fertile soil, their beautiful
nature and the abundance of water and large trees, especially olive trees. This makes the region ar
important target for Israeli settlement activities, in additiorihe being the second Governorate after
Jerusalem on the list of land confiscation, wall and settlement construction.















