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Background

This reportis part of a series of booklets, which contain compiled information about each city, town,
and village inthe RamallahGovernorate. These booklets came as a result of a comprehensive study of
all localities in RamallahGovernorate, which aims at defng the overall living conditions in the
governorate and presenting developmental plans to assist in developing the livelihood of the population
in the area. It was accomplished through the "Village Profiles and Needs Assessment;" the project
funded by tle Spanish Agency for International Ceogtion for Development (AECID).

The "Village Profiles and Needs Assessment" was designed to study, investigate, analyze and
document the socieconomic conditions and the needed programs and activities to mitigategact
of the current unsecure political, economic and social conditioRanmallahGovernorate.

The project's objectives are to survey, analyze, and document the available natural, human,
socioeconomic and environmental resources, and the existiitgtions and needs assessment for the
development of the rural and marginalized ared®amallahGovernorate. In addition, the project aims

at preparing strategic developmental programs and activities to mitigate the impact of the current
political, socal, and economic instability with the focus on the agricultural sector.

All locality profiles in Arabic and English are available onlinéntip://vprofile.arij.org



http://vprofile.arij.org/
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Surda Village Profile

Location and Physical Characteristics

Surdais a Palestiniarvillage in the RamallahGovernoratdocated 3.7km north of RamallahCity.
Surdais bordered b Al Bi r e h a n d I|dddsto the easdt)ifn@vdlagéto thenorth Abu Qashio
thewest andRamallahand AlBirehto thesouth(ARIJ GIS, 202) (SeeMap 1)

Map 1: Surda location and borders
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Surdais located at an altitude &38m above sea level wita mean annual raiafl of 6342mm. The
average annual temperature is 16 and the average annual humidity Epeximately61% (ARIJ
GIS, 2012).
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Since 1994 Surdahas been governed by\édllage council which is currently administrated by
members appoietl by the Palestian National Authority. The Village Council owns a permanent
headquartersvhere two employees work, but doest possess a vehicle for the collection of solid
waste(SurdaVillage Council, 201).

It is the responsibility of theillage councilto providea number of services to the residentsSafda
including (SurdaVillage Council, 201):

Solid waste collectin, street cleaningndroad construction and rehabilitation.
Providingpublic markets

Protectingarchaeological and historicsites

Protectng governmental properties.

Providing street lighting.

Providing offices for governmental services, including security and post office.
Implementingprojects and case studies for the village

Organizingthe processes afonstruction andssuing licenses

=4 =4 -8 -8 -9 _9_95_2

History

Surdavillage's namas from aSyriac word which can be translated to me#ear and isolatiod(Surda
Village Council, 201) (See photdelowfor Surdavillage).

Photos of Surda
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Religious and Archaeological Sites

There isone mosque in the villageSurdaMosque There are a few sites of archaeological interest,
includingthe dd town, Khirbat alAjala, Khirbat Amura, andKhirbat & h  8uh(su@aVillage Council,
2011) (See Map 2)
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Population

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the total populaSardain 2007
was 970 of whom477 weremale and493 female.Therewere 214 householddiving in 288 housing
units.

Age Groups and Gender

The General Census of Population and Housing carried oBABSin 2007 showed the distributiaf
age groups isurdawas adollows: 33.68% wereless than 15 years age 58.1% werebetween 1&nd
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64 yearsof age and6% were65 yearsof age orolder. Dataadditionally showedthat thesexratio of
males to fenales in thevillage is 96.8 100, meaning that maleand femalesonstitutel 49.246 and
50.8% of the populatiorrespectively

Families

Surdaresidents arérom severalfamilies, mainlythe Bethar, Taha, Ab&l Samadand Ash Sharteh
families (SurdaVillage Council, 201).

Education

According to the results of the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment -@803ushe

illiteracy rateamongst theSurdapopulationwas appoximately7.1%, of whom75% werefemales.Of

the literate populatign11.26 could only read and writewith no formal education18.26 had
elementaryeducation 20.4% had preparatory educatioh9.3% had secondary educatioand23.26

completed higheeducdion. Tablel shows the educational level in thélage of Surdaby sex and
educational attainment in 2007.

Table 1: Surda population (10 yearsof ageand above) by sex and educational attainment

S Can . .
E | lliterate read & | Elementary | Preparatory Secondary gisslgﬁ';te Bachelor g;glr:)?:]a :vlaste PhD | Unknown Total
X write

M 13 49 63 73 61 24 49 1 15 2 1 351
F 39 33 70 76 81 29 44 5 1 378
T 52 82 133 149 142 53 93 1 20 2 2 729

Source PCBS, 2009.

There are no schools or kindergartens i ¥illage (Directorate of Education Ramallah, 201). Therefore,
students attend schools Bir Zeit or Ramallah, approximately 5km from the villa¢gurda Village
Council, 201).

In addition to the lack of schools in the villaghe educational secton Surdafacessome other
problems, primarilythe lack of governmeial services in the field of educatiqsurdaVillage Council,
2011).

Health Status

There area few health centers anglinics available in the villageincluding four private physicidans
clinics with different speciales, a private pharmacgnd a private center for children with autisim.
the absence of required services or in emergengaents are semd healthcare facilities in Ramallah
city, 3km from the locality(Surdavillage Council, 201).
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The villagefaces some problene®ncerning the health sectprimarily the lack of an ambulance in the
village (Surdavillage Council, 201).

Economic Activities

The economy irBurdais dependenbn several economic sectors, maitihe employees sectpwhich
absorbs80% of thevillage workforce(Surdavillage Council, 201) (See Figurel).

Theresults ofafield surveyconducted by ARIJ staff in 20%ar the distribution of labor by economic
activity in Surdaareas follows:

1 Govermment or Private Employeé&ector 80%)
1 Trade Sector (19%)

1 Israeli Labor Market (5%)

1 Industry (3%0)

Figure 1: Economic Activity in Surda Village
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Source: SurdaVillage Council, 201

Surdavillage has3 grocerystores 2 carpentry workshops service stags (car renél agencies and
oneexchange bureaisurdavillage Council, 201).

The unemployment rate Burdareached pproximately20% in 2011 and it was dund thathose who
previously worked in Israel have been mafstctedby Israeli restrictionsandproceduregSurdavillage
Council, 201).
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Labor Force

Ramallah Governorate

According to the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment G208is34.4% of the Surdalabor
force was economically activeof whom 90.4%6 were employedand 65.4%6 were noteconomicaly
adive, of whom50.1% were studentsand30.6% were houskeepers (Seeable2).

Table 2: Surda population (10 yearsof ageand above) by sex and employment state@007

Economically Active Not Economically Active
S -
Not working Un-
E Currently Unemployed H Unabl & Not
¥ | Employed | Unemployed | (Never Total | Students k;;;ﬁg tonv?or(la( Iook(i)ng Other | Total known | o)
worked) f
or work
M 173 8 6 187 120 - 26 12 5 163 1 351
F 54 8 2 64 119 146 40 - 9 314 - 378
T 227 16 8 251 239 146 66 12 14 477 1 729
Source: PCBS, 2009
Agricultural Sector
Surdalies on an areaf 3,810 dunums, of which 816 dunums are arablland and 312 dunums are
dedicated to residential servigeseeTable 3 andVap 3)
Table 3: Land use and land cover irSurda village in 2010(area in dunum)
Agricultural area Area of Area of
Built (1916 Industnal_, Settlement,
Total Inland Open | Commercial -
up Forests Military
Aréa | A oo | Permanent | Green | Range | Arable | Water Spaces & Bases &
Crops houses | -lands | lands TraSSPOVt Wall Zone
nit
3,810 | 312 1562 2 0 352 0 1,466 117 0

Source:ARIJT GIS Unit, 202.




Palestinian Localities Study Ramallah Governorate

Map 3: Land use/land cover and Segregation Wall irsurda Village

Source:ARIJ GIS, 2012

Table 4 shows the different types of raiad and irrigated opeaultivated vegetables isurda The
most commoly cultivated cropwithin this areds squash.

Table 4: Total area of rain-fed and irrigated open cultivated vegetables ilsurda village (dunum)

Fruity vegetables — I Bulbs ey Total area
vegetable legumes vegetabkes

RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr.

22 0 0 0 11 0 5 0 2 0 40 0

Rf: Rainfed, Ir: Irrigated
Source: Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture, 2@

Table5 shows the different types @it trees planted in the aredurdais famousfor olive cultivatior
thereare 503dunumsof landplanted witholive cropsin the village

Table 5: Total area of fruit and olive treesin Surda village (dunum)

Olives Citrus Stonefruits Pome fruits | Nuts Other fruit s Total area
Rf Irr. | Rf Irr. | Rf Irr. Rf | Irr. Rf | Irr. | Rf Irr. Rf | Irr.
503|0 0 0 67 |0 2 |0 16| 0 |80 0 668 | 0

Rf: Rainfed, Ir: Irrigated
Source: Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture, 2@



























