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Background

This reprt is part of a series of booklets, which contain compiled information about each
city, town, andvillage in the RamallahGovernorate. These booklets came as a result of a
comprehensive study of all localities RamallahGovernorate, which aims at depng

the overall living conditions in the governorate and presenting developmental plans to
assist in developing the livelihood of the population in the area. It was accomplished
through the Village Profiles and Needs Assessment;" the project funded b@haish
Agency for International Co@pation for Development (AECID).

The 'Village Profiles and Needs Assessment” was designed to study, investigate, analyze
and document the soeexonomic conditions and the needed programs and activities to
mitigate tle impact of the current unsecure political, economic and social conditions in
RamallahGovernorate.

The project's objectives are to survey, analyze, and document the available natural,
human, socioeconomic and environmental resources, and the existitagidons and
needs assessment for the development of the rural and marginalized dReasaitah
Governorate. In addition, the project aims at preparing strategic developmental programs
and activities to mitigate the impact of the current political, pa@and economic
instability with the focus on the agricultural sector.

All locality profiles in Arabic and English are available onlinéip://vprofile.arij.org



http://vprofile.arij.org/
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'‘Atara Town Profile

Location and Physical Characteristics

‘Atara is a Palestiniartown in the Ramallah Governoratelocated 10.7&km north of
RamallahCity. 'Atarais bordered byndSilwad town to the eastAbwein village to the

north, Burham village andAjjul and Umm Safaillages 6 |taatimedest andBir Zeit
townto the soutfARIJ GIS, 2012)SeeMap 1).

Map 1: 'Atara location and borders
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Source:ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2012.

‘Atarais located at an altitude &14m above seaelel witha mean annual rainfall of
686mm. The average annual temperature iS’ @6and the average annual humidity is
about61% (ARIJ GIS 2012.
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Since 1997, 'Atara has been governed by rmunicipal council which is currently
administrated by members agpointed by the PalestiniaNational Authority. Thereare
also 4 employes working in the Guncil. The Municipal Council owns a permanent
headquarterand a vehicle for the collection of solid wasfgara Municipal Council is
located within a Joint Senas Council that also includes Jifna, Turmus'ayya and Sinjil
(‘Atara Municipal Council, 2011

It is the responsibility of thélunicipal Council to provide a number of services to the
residents ofAtara including('Atara Municipal Council, 201t

Solid waste collection, road construction and restoratostreet cleaning.
Organization of the construction and licensing processes.

Provision of kindergartens.

Implementation of projects am@sestudies for theown

PpwpnPE

History

The word 'Atara means thtareattd or &crowndwhich istraditionally placed ora bride's
head,and refers to théeown's location on top of a high mountdiatara Municipal Council,
2011).

'‘Ataratown resident®originate fromJordanand Egypt (‘Atara Municipal Council, 2011(See
phao belowfor 'Ataratown).

Photos of 'Atara
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Religious and Archaeological Sites

Therearetwo mosqus in thetown: 'Atara New Mosqueand Al FaroogViosque There

are some sites of archaeological interest, includih@atrawam garden which can be
exploited for tour i s m@andgceyeha rains &hirkbkiMagbsalpal it y,
Wadi al Jib and Khirbet Tarafail\( Dabbagh 1991)(See Map 2)

Atara Town
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Map 2: Main locations in'
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Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2012.

Population

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the total population of
‘Atarain 2007 wa2,134, of whom 1,063 were male andl,071 werefemale. Theravere
413householddiving in 495housing units.

Age Groups and Gender

The Geneall Census of Population and Housing carried out by PCBS in 2007 showed the
distribution of age groups itarais as follows:39.8% areless than 15 years of age,
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55.7% arebetween 1@and64 yearsof age and4% are65 yearsof age orolder. Data also
showved that the sex ratio of males to females inttlven is 99.3100, meaning that males

and femalesonstitute49.8% and50.2% of the populatiomespectively.

Families

‘Atararesidents ar&éom several families, mainlthe Al QadadhaAd DahadhaAbu
Rjeilah, Al Qteiri and Al Khatikdfamilies (‘Atara Municipal Council, 20111

Education

According to the results of the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment -Census
2007,the illiteracy rate amon@tarapopulation is pproximately4.3%, of whom88.2%
are female. Of the literate populatiahl.6% canonly read and writewith no formal
education 20.9% had only elementary educatior?29.1% had preparatory education,

20.7% had secondary education, ah®9% completed higher education. Table 1 shows

the a@lucational level in theown of 'Ataraby sex and educational attainment in 2007.

Table 1: 'Atara population (10 years of age and above) by sex and educational

attainment
S Can . .
E | lliterate read & | Elementary | Preparatory Secondary gispslcc))(r:rlle;e Bachelor g:glt:)er;a :vlaste PhD | Unknown Total
X write
M 8 87 162 247 174 4 2 6 5 3 4 1 793
F 6 0 97 169 215 154 46 4 2 1 1 792
T 6 8 184 331 462 328 88 107 4 5 1,5

Source:PCBS, 2009.

There are two public schoot in the town run by the Palestian Ministry of Higher

Education(seeTable 2)(Directorate of Education iRamallah 2011).

Table 2: The Schools in 'Atara by name, stage, sex, and supervising authority

(2010/2011)
School Name Supervising Authority Sex
‘Atara GirlsSecondarychool Governmental Female
'‘Atara Boys Elementary School Male

Source Directorate of Education in Ramallah, 2011

In the town there are 64students 39 teachers, and 24 clasgbgectorate of Education in
Ramallah,2011). The average number of students percher in the school is nearly 16,
while the average number of students per class is approximately 27.
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There is on&indergarten ifAtaratownd (Atara Kindergartenwhichis run by a private
body andakes car®f 59 children(Directorate of Education iRamallah, 201)L

Due to the | ack of some | evels of educati or
Secondary School in Bir Zgiskm from thetown, in order tocompletetheir secondary
education'Atara Municipal Council, 20111

The educational sectan the town facessome obstaclesprimarily the existence of
partial and permanent checkpointsthe town and thedifficulties in accessindPrince
Hasan School in Bir Ze('Atara Municipal Council, 2011

Health Status

‘Atara town has one governmerdl physicia® sclinic and a private pharmacylin
emergencies or in the absence of required health services,ntesmfe 'Atara use
healthcare facilities iRamallah city 15km from the towif'Atara Municipal Council, 20111

The health sector in thewn faces some obstacles and problemsmarily the lack of an
ambulance anthe existence dAtaracheckpoinf('Atara Municipal Council, 2011

Economic Activities

The economy ifAtarais dependent oseveral economic sectors, mainihe employees
sectw, which a&sorbs60% of the town workforce (‘Atara Municipal Council, 2011 (See
Figurel).

The results of a field survegonducted byhe ARIJ team in 201Xor the distribution of
labor by economic activity itAtarawereasfollows (‘Atara Municipal Cancil, 2019):

Government or Private Employees Sector (60%)
Agriculture Sector (15%)

Trade Sector (10%)

Industry (5%)

Services Sector (5%)

Israeli Labor Market (5%)

= =4 =4 -4 -8 -1
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Figure 1: Economic Activity in 'Atara Town
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(‘Atara Municipal Council, 2011

‘Atara town has 12 groceries 1 vegetable and fruit storene store for construction
materials an® different professional worksho#tara Municipal Council, 2011

The unemployment rate IAtarareached mund4.5% in 2011,and the economigroups
most afected by the Israeli restrictiomsve beelrf'AtaraMunicipal counci| 2011):

1. Workers in the agrictiire sector.
2. Workers inthetradesector

Labor Force

According to the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment G208u$36.3% of
the 'Atara labor force was economically active, of whd¥.4% were employed63%
were noteconomically active54.4% were students, an82.9% were housekeepers (See
Table3).
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Table 3: 'Atara population (10 yearsof ageand above) by sex and employment stat2007

Economically Active Not Economically Active
S Not working Un
E Currently Unemployed -
House Unable | & Not known
X Employed | Unemployed | (Never Total Students keeping | towork | looking Other Total Total
T ) for work
M 4 2 2 6 1 3 4 6 26 1 4 1 1 3 11 32 4 79
F 10 6 10 11 28 327 47 6 9 6 6 7 79
T 52 32 23 57 54 328 8 8 19 20 99 11 1,5
Source:PCBS,2009.
Agricultural Sector
‘Atara has a total area afound 9,64 dunums of whictb,897 are arable land andi31
dunums are registeredas e s i d e Mable 4ahdMap(36 e e
Table 4: Land use and land cover inAtara town in 2010 (area in dunum)
_ Agricultural area Area of Area of
Built 5 89 : Settlements,
Total (5,897 Inland Open Industrial, i
Area up water FeiE Spaces| Commercial & I
Area | Permanent | Green- | Range | Arable P - Bases &
Crops houses | lands | lands Transport Unit |\ 1'>0ne
9,674 431 5,004 0 436 457 0 0 3,136 49 163

Source:ARIJT GIS Unit, 2012.
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Map 3: Land use/land cover and Segregation Wall iMAt ara Town

Source:ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2012.

Table5 shows the different types of raiad and irrigated opeaultivated vegetables in
'‘Atara The most commadnw cultivated crop within this areaare tomatoes and squash

Table 5: Total area of rain-fed and irrigated open cultivated vegetables in 'Atara town
(dunum)

Fruity Leafy Green Other
vegetables vegetable legumes — vegetables atkzl] A
RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr.
29 13.5 0 4 6 4 10 0 15 0 60 21.5
Rf: Rainfed, Irr: Irrigated

Source: Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture Ramallah 20(®

Table 6 shows the different types @fuit trees planted in the are@tarais famousfor
olive cultivatior thereare2,663dunumsof landplanted witholive treesin the town

































