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Background

This reportis part of a series of booklets, which contain compiled information about each city, town, and
village in the RamallahGovernorate. These booklets came as a result of a comprehensive study of all
localities in Ramallah Governorate, which aims at depicting the overall living conditions in the
governorate and presenting developmental plans to assist in developing the livelihood of the population
in the area. It was accomplished through tiosvhs illageProfiles and Needs $sessment;" the project
funded by the Spanish Agency for International Gaoapon for Development (AECID).

The 'Village Profiles and Needs Assessment" was designed to study, investigate, analyze and document
the socieeconomic conditions and the needadgoams and activities to mitigate the impact of the
current unsecure political, economic and social conditioRamallahGovernorate.

The project's objectives are to survey, analyze, and document the available natural, human,
socioeconomic and envirorental resources, and the existing limitations and needs assessment for the
development of the rural and marginalized areaRamallahGovernorate. In addition, the project aims

at preparing strategic developmental programs and activities to mitigatenplaet of the current
political, social, and economic instability with the focus on the agricultural sector.

All locality profiles in Arabic and English are available onlinéip://vprofile.arij.org



http://vprofile.arij.org/
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AL -Zaytouneh Town Profile

Location and Physical Characteristics

AL-Zaytounehis aPalestiniantown in the RamallahGovernoratdocated7.7&km from RamallahCity
downtown AL-Zaytounehis bordered byBir Zeit and Abu Qaskillagesto the eastKobar village to
the north Al-Itihad and Al Janiyaterritoriesto the west and'Ein Qiniya Ramallahand Al Janiya
territoriesto the souti{ARIJ GIS, 2012)See Map1l).

Map 1: AL -Zaytouneh location and borders
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Al-Zaytounehs located at an altitude 679m above sea level withmean annual rainfall @41.Imm.

The average annual temperature is°I5 and the average annual humidity is ab®i% (ARIJ GIS
2012).

Since2005, Al-Zaytounehhas been governed bynaunicipal council, which is currently administrated
by 13 members appoietl by the PalestiniaNational Authority. Therearean additionallO employes
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working in the council, which isncluded within the Joint Seres Council for KobarAl Mazra'a al
Qibliya, Abu Shukheidim Abu Qash and Surda localities. The Couneihsa permanenheadquarters
and a vehicle for the collection of solid wasliealso possesses a pickup, a tractor and achb@\L -
Zaytouneh Munigal Council, 201

It is the responsibility of thenunicipal councilto providea number of services to the residentAbf
Zaytounehincluding(Al-zaytouneh Municipal Council, 20)1

1. Solidwaste collectiontoad construction and restoratj@md sociadevelopmenservices
2. Organizatiorand oversighof thet o w ooassruction and licensing processes.

3. Protection of the historical and archaeological sites in the town.

4. Implementation of projects and studies for tinn

History

Al-Zaytouneh(literally &he olivetreg) was foundedhroughintegratingAl Mazra'a alQibliya and Abu
Shukheidimvillages A new name had to be selected for this new vill&geZaytounehwas chosen
because itis an easyname in addition to the fact thatlive trees arean irtrinsic part of Palestinian
culture and heritag@\I-zaytouneh Municipal Council, 20)1

Thetown was established RD05.Howeverresidents oA | Ma z r a 0 havebden ighabitihgithe a
land since more than 500 years agad theresidents from Abshukheidim originate from HebrdqaL-
Zaytouneh MunicipaCouncil, 201) (See photdoelowfor Al-Zaytounehtown).

Photaos of AL -Zaytouneh
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Religious and Archaeological Sites

There are six mosqus in the town: the Martyr Yasir'Arafat Mosque Al Ansar Mosque, Abu
Shukheidim Old Mosque, Al Mazra'a @libliya Old Mosque, the Eastern Mosga@ad Ash Sharif
Mosque There are several sites of archaeological inted¢bitbet Harasha, Khirbet Deir Sa'idah,
Khirbet Na'lan, Khirbet Ash Igikh Issa and Khirbet ad Deir addition to Ash Sheikh IssAsh Sheikh
Salehand Al Hajj Ramadarshrines Each of thesaitesis qualified for tourism(Al-Zaytouneh Municipal
Council, 201} (See Map 2)

Al Zaytouneh Town £

Locations
Al Mazra'a al Qibliya Boys High
School
Al Mazra'a al Qibliya Girls School
Al Mazra'a al Qibliya New Mosque
Al Zaytouneh Municipality
Headquarters/ Women Society
Al Mazra'a al Qibliya Co-educated

Fl School

Y
Al Mazra'a al Qibliya Old Mosque |
Al Mazra'a al Qibliya Cemetery
Al Marj Mosque |
Al Mazra'a al Qibliya New School
Public Hall/ Medical Center
Water Spring
The Martyr Yasser 'Arafat Mosque
Public Medical Clinic
Al Ansar Mosque |
Abu Shukheidim Girls High School/
Kindergarten/ Sports Club
Abu Shukheidim Cemetery
Abu Shukheidim Boys High School |

Source: ARIJ GIS, 2012

Population

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the total populaidizaytouneh
in 2007 was 5,819, of whom 3,013 were male and2,806 were female.Therewere 1,027 households
living in 1,198housing urts.
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Age Groups and Gender

The General Census of Population and Housing carried oB@GBSin 2007 showed the distributiaf
age groups iml-Zaytounehwasas follows:41% were less than 15 yeasf age 55.3% were between
15 and 64 yearsof age and 3% were 65 yearsof age orolder. Data also showed that thexratio of
males to fenales in thetown was 107.4:100, meaning that maleand femalesonstitute51.8% and
48.2% of thepopulation respectively

Families

Al-Zaytounehresidents ardrom severd families, mainly the Shreiteh, Al Ladawdah, Abu Rabi',
Qunlah, Abu Thaher, Abu Shukheidim, As SoAsh u  Qamd Issé famiés (AL-Zaytouneh Municipal
Council, 201).

Education

According to the results of the PCBS Population, Housing and Estabhisi@aasus2007, theilliteracy
rate amongt the Al-Zaytounehpopulationis about6.8%, of whom 84% are femalesOf the literate
population 14.8% canonly read and writewith no formal educatio26.3% had elementargducation
28.9% had preparatory edudan, 13.4% had secondary educatiomnd 9.6% completed higher
education Table 1 shows the educational level in ti@vn of Al-Zaytounehby sex and educational
attainment in 2007.

Table 1: AL -Zaytouneh population (10 yearsof ageand above) by sex and adtational attainment
S Can " .
E | lliterate read & | Elementary | Preparatory Secondary gispslgfr'ge Bachelor g:glr:)enr]a IrVIaste PhD | Unknown Total
X write
M 46 281 596 704 298 77 131 3 18| 2 5 2,
F 241 344 518 519 268 85 88 2 1 - 3 2,
T 287, 625 1114 1,22 566 162 219 5 19| 2 8 4,

Source PCBS, 2009. Population, Housing and Establishment C&#i& Final Results

There are five public schoo$ in the town, which areall run by the Palestian Ministry of Higher
Education There are n&indergatens(seeTable 2)(Directorate of Education iRamallah 2011).

Table 2: The Schools in AlZaytouneh by name, stage, sex, and supervising authoritg 10201

School Name Supervising Authority Sex
Abu ShukheidinBoys Secondaryschool Male
Abu ShukheidinGirls Secondaryschool Female
Al Mazra'a al Qibliya Ceeducated Elementary Schoc Government Mixed
Al Mazra'a al Qibliya GirlsSecondaryschool Female
Al Mazra'a al Qibliya Boy$Secondaryschool Male
Source Directorate of Education iRamalbh, 2011
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In the town there arg,636students108teachers, an@5 classegDirectorate of Education in Ramallah, 2009
The average number of students per teacher in the school was Itgahdthe average number of
students per class was approxirhab.

Theeducational sector iAl-Zaytounehtown facessome obstaclegrimarily (Al-zaytouneh Municipal
Council, 201):

1. Thesmall classroomand old school buildings
2. The lack ofacademigrovision specifically inareassuch a€nglishlanguageand nathematics.

Health Status

There area number ofhealth centersand services available irAl-Zaytounehtown, including one
governmental physiciard sclinic, one physiciad sclinic run by a charitable societya private
otolaryngology clini¢ adentistclinic run by an NGQa private dentist clinica private pharmagynda
nongovernmentahealth centelAl-Zaytouneh Medical CenterJn emergencies or in the absence of
requiredhealth servicg patientsuse Ramallah Governmental Hospital oriy@ate clinicsin Ramallah
city, approximately 12km from the towal-zaytouneh Municipal Council, 20)1

The health sector in theown struggles withsome obstacles and problems, includ{agrzaytouneh
Municipal Council, 201}

The lack of specialized physicians.

Thelack ofintegrated medical laboratories.

The lack of neessarymedicnes in the governmental centers.
Thelack of an emergency center that operatisiay.

Thelack of atownambulance.

= =4 =4 -8 -9

Economic Activities

The economy inAl-Zaytounehis dependenbn several economic sectors, mairthe services sector
which ésorbs40% of thetown workforce (Al-zaytouneh Municipal Council, 20)1See Figurdl).

The results of field surveyconducted by ARIJ stafh 2011for the distribution of labor by economic
activity in AL-Zaytounehareasfollows:

Services Sector (40%)

Government or Private EmployeBsctor 80%)
Agriculture Sector (14%)

Trade Sectorl(0%)

Israeli Labor Market%%o)

E I
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1 Industry (%)

Figure 1: Economic Activity in AL -Zaytouneh Town

Israeli labor
market
Employment 59% Trade Sector
Sector 10%
30%

Industry
Sector
1%
Services

Sector
Agriculture 40%
Sector ?
14%

Source: AL -Zaytouneh Municipal Council, 2011

There areb5 groceries 2 vegetable and frtistores one bakery18 different servicestores,5 different
professionalvorkshopsan olive oitpress and3 stores for construction materiafs Al-Zaytouneh(Al-
ZaytounehMunicipal Council, 201

The unemployment rate idl-Zaytounehreached mund15% in 2011 andthe economicgroupsmost
affected by the Israeli restrictiohgve beelrfAl-zaytouneh Municipal Council, 20)1

1. Workers inthe agriculure sector
2. Former vorkers inthe Israeli labor market.

Labor Force
According to the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment G&08is 32.9% of the Al-

Zaytounehlabor force vas economically activeof whom 90.1% were employed66.8% were not
economical active,53.8% were studentsgnd35.7% were houskeepers (Se€able3).
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Table 3: AL -Zaytouneh population (10 years and above) by sex and employment statd807

s Economically Active Not Economically Active
Not working Un-
E Currently Unemployed
X Employed | Unemployed | (Never Total Students Eé);;iﬁg ti)nvzglr?( fg(’)\lk?rt‘g Other Total Rl Total
H70TEE) for work
M 1,13 76 34 1,24 730 2 127 19 36 914 4 2,16
F 122 15 13 150/ 790| 1,00 106 2 7 1,91 6 2,06
T 1,25 91 47 1,3¢1,52 1,01 233 21 43 | 2,82 10 |4, 23
Source PCBS, 2009
Agricultural Sector
Al-Zaytounehlies on an area df5,279 dunums, of whichl0,181 dunums are arable lands ah@97
dunums are dedicated to residential servisesTable4 andMap 3)
Table 4: Land use andland cover AL -Zaytounehtown in 2010 (area in dunum)
Agricultural area Area of
, (10,181 Industrial, Area of
Built ! . Settlement
Total up | Perma Inland Forests Open | Commercial Military
Area Area Green | Range | Arable | water Spaces &
nent | lands | land Transport | oaSes &
Crops ouses| lands ands _ W Zore
Unit
15279 | 1,297 | 8,373 2 967 839 0 0 3,433 59 309

Source:ARIJT GIS Unit, 202.
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Map 3: Land use/land cover and Segregation Wall iAL -Zaytouneh Town
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Table5 shows thedifferent types of raikied and irrigated opeaultivated vegetables iAl-Zaytouneh

Source:ARIJ GIS, 2012

The most commdw cultivated cropwithin this area isquash

Table 5: Total area of rain-fed and irrigated open cultivated vegetables in AtZaytouneh town (dunum)

Fruity vegetables Lty Sieen Bulbs ey Total area
vegetable legumes vegetables
RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr. RF Irr.
81 17 0 5 29 0 13 0 10 2 133 24

Rf: Rainfed, Irr: Irrigated

Source: Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture Ramallah 200

Table 6 shows the different types @fuit trees planted in the areAl-Zaytounehis famousfor olive
cultivation; thereare4,996 durumsof landplanted witholive trees

Table 6: Total area of fruit and olive trees in AL-Zaytouneh Town(dunum)

Olives Citrus Stonefruits Pome fruits | Nuts Other fruit s | Total area
Rf Irr. | Rf Irr. | Rf Irr. Rf Irr. Rf Irr. | Rf Irr. Rf Irr.
4996| 0 0 15 |36 | O 0 0 79 |0 |258 |0 5,369 | 15

Rf: Rainfed, Irr: Irrigated

Source: Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture Ramallah 2009
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Cereals(in particular whegtare the most cultivatefiield crops in AtZaytouneh,coveringan area of
about515dunumg(SeeTable?).

Table 7: Total area of field crops in A-Zaytouneh town(dunum)

Cereals | Bulbs | Dry Oil crops | Forage crops | Stimulating | Other Total area
legumes crops crops

Rf |lIrr | Rf | Irr | Rf Irr | Rf | Irr Rf | Irr Rf Irr Rf Irr | Rf Irr

515/0 [31/0 |67 |O 10| 0 75 |0 0 0 0 0 [698 |0

Rf: Rainfed, Irr: Irrigated
Source: Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture Ramallah 20

The difference betweenh e t wo sets of results obtained fron
GIS Unit in sizes of agricultural areas is explained by the fact that the Ministry of Agriculture and the
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (2010) conducted a survesh wisied a definition of
agricultural areas based on land ownership. Therefore, the areas included in the survey were those of
actual holdings of agricultural areas instead of seasonal ones. The survey did not consider fragmented
and small seasonal cultead ar eas in residenti al and agricu
indicated the existence of a high proportion of small and fragmented holdings (home gardens)
throughout the occupied Palestinian territories, thus accounting for the larger aredcoltuagr
holdings calculated by ARIJ.

The field surveyconducted by ARIJ stahows thatl0% of the residents iAl-Zaytounehrear and
keep domestic animals suchsieepand goatgSee Table).

Table 8: Livestock in AL-Zaytouneh town

Cows* | Sheep| Goats | Camels| Horses | Donkeys| Mules | Broilers | Layers | Bee Hives

2 329 569 |0 0 0 0 20,000 | 6,000 |16

*Including cows, bull calves, heifer calves and bulls
Source: Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture Ramallah 20

There are @und30 kilometers of agriculturaloads in théown, divided as follow:

Table 9: Agricultural Roads in AL -Zaytouneh Town and their Lengths

Suitability of Agricultural Roads Length (km)
For vehicles 10
For tractors and agricultural machinery only 10
For animals only 10
Unsuitable 0

Source: AL-Zaytouneh Municipal Council, 2011

The agricultural sector in the town faces some obstacles and problems, including:

The confiscation of lands.

The lack of capital.

The weak economic feasibility.
The lack of water sources.

= =4 -8 -9

































