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Background

This report is part of a series of booklets, which contain compiled information about each city, town, and
village in the Ramallah Governorate. These booklets came as a result of a comprehensive study of all
localities in Ramallah Governorate, which airas depicting the overall living conditions in the
governorate and presenting developmental plans to assist in developing the livelihood of the population
in the area. It was accomplished through th@ldge Profiles and Needs Assessment;” the project
funded by the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID).

The 'Village Profiles and Needs Assessment" was designed to study, investigate, analyze and document
the socieeconomic conditions and the needed programs and activitiestigat@ithe impact of the
current unsecure political, economic and social conditions in Ramallah Governorate.

The project's objectives are to survey, analyze, and document the available natural, human,
socioeconomic and environmental resources, and tiséngxlimitations and needs assessment for the
development of the rural and marginalized areas in Ramallah Governorate. In addition, the project aims
at preparing strategic developmental programs and activities to mitigate the impact of the current
political, social, and economic instability with the focus on the agricultural sector.

All locality profiles in Arabic and English are available onlindntip://vprofile.arij.org



http://vprofile.arij.org/
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Palestinian Localities Study Ramallah Governorate
'‘Ajjul  Village Profile

Location and physical characteristics

‘Ajul is a Palestiniarvillage in the Ramallah Governorate located (horizontallg)&m north of
Ramallah City.The village is bordered byd Ab wa n d 0té the eastBani Zeid ash Shargiya
village to thenorth, Deir as Sudamnd Umm Safaillagest o t h e we svillage landstb thé At ar
south(ARIJ GIS, 2012 (See map 1).

Map 1: 'Ajjul location and borders
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‘Ajjul is located at an altitude @84 m above sea level with a mean annual rainfalf bf mm. The
average aruml temperature is 16C, and the average annual humidityapproximately61% (ARIJ GIS,
2012).



Palestinian Localities Study Ramallah Governorate

In 1990a Village Councilwasestablishedvhich is currentlyadministrated by members appointed by
the Palestinian National Authorityfhe village Councilowns a permanent headquartargh just 1
employeeworking therebut it does not own a vehicle to collect solid wa3tee Council provides the
residents ofAjjul with a number of services, includitfgjjul Village Council, 201):

1 Providing infrastructte services (e.gvater).
1 Social services,did waste collection, road construction and restoration, and street cleaning.

History
The wordAjjuli s deri ved from t,0 emidpmiodresgiAjutVvidage Wanneil,ol J o u |

Photo 1:'Ajju | Village

Religious and Archaeological Sites

In terms of religious establishments, there threemosques in the&illage; 0Aj j ul Mosque,
Mosque and O6Ajjul New Mosque
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As for the archaeological sitethe village § very ancient and hosts a mosque which dates back to the
end of the late Umayyad and early Abbasid efagrearealsothe Umayyadld Mosque and Sheikh
Khalil Shrine in addition tosome village ruins and water sprin@sijul Village Council, 2013 (See Map 2).

Map 2: Main locations in'Ajjul village
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Demography and Population

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the total populatgjuloVillage in 2007
was 1,163 of whom 598 were males an®65 were femalesThe Censusalso showed that there wer220
households living ir227 housing units.
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Age Group and Gender

The General Census of Population and Housing carried out by PCBS in 2007 showed the distribution of
age groups ithe Villagewasas follows:37.%%6 were less than 15 yeatf.9 were between 1564
years,whereas$h% were 65 years and older. Data also showed that the sex ratio of males to females in
the village was 1058:100, meaning that males and females constit&ed? and 48.8% of the
population respectively.

Families

There are many fanis forming the community oAjjul Village, including:Dar Salah, Dar Issa, Dar al
Housheh, et€Ajjul Village Council, 201).

Education

According to the results of the PCBS Populatidausing and Establishment Cens2@97, the illiteracy
rate amondAjjul population was abowd.5, of whom85.3% were females. Of the literate population,
11% could only read and write, with no formal educati®®,26 had elementary educatiodil.1% had
preparatory educatiorl,7% had secondary education, an@% completed higher education. Table 1,
shows the educational level in thidage of 'Ajjul, by sex, and educational attainment in 2007.

Table 1:'Ajjul population (10 years and above) by sex aretlucational statement

S Illite - Can Elem- | Prep- Secon | Assodate Bach | Higher Docto- | Not

e read and . . Master Total
» rate write entary | aratory | dary Diploma e-lor | Diploma rate stated

M| 11 38 104 174 89 7 30 - 1 - - 454
F | 64 59 117 99 60 10 15 - - - - 424
T |75 97 221 273 149 17 45 - 1 - - 878

M: Male; F: Female; T: Total.
Source PCBS, 2009

As for educational institutionsnd school$or the scholastic year 2010/2Qitlwasregistered that there
is only onepublic schoo] 'Ajjul Co-educatedSecondarySchool, which is run by the Ministry of
Education and Higher EducatigMoEHE), but there are no kindergartens in the vill#Deectorateof
EducatiornRamallah 2011).

The MoEHErevealed that for the scholastic year 2010/2011 there I2xkasses occupied 823 male
and female students, a@0 teachng staff Classroom density w&¥ students per class, and the average
number of students per teacher WastudentgDirectorate of EducatieRamallah, 201)L
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There are substantial difficulties facing the edwrasector in theillage which need to be addressed in
order to ensure adequate education is provided for local students. For exampielytschool in the
village does nofully cover the educational needs for the students, and there is a neesififie-sex

g i rsthoeokAnother problem that the educatiosalctor sufferen thevillageis the access toniversity
given that there is ngood transportatiofor university student§Ajjul Village Council, 201).

Health Sector

There are no health féities in the Village, which isobviously a considerable probleim the health

sector. In case of emergencies, patients travel for treatment to the Ramallah Governmental Hospital,
which is 20km away, or they visit doctors in nearby villages such as Araoddilijliya; each of which

is almost 10km awayAjjul Village Council, 201).

Economic Activities

The economy ofthe village depends on many sectolgwever thendustrysector is considered to be
themost important, aastituting50% of labor forceResults othe ARIJ conductedield surveyin 2011
indicated thathe agricultural sectas considered the second important economic activity, foraag
of labor faceg(Figure 1)

Figure 1. Economic activities in'Ajjul Village
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There areno industrial buildings or areas in télage, howeverthere are aroundl5 grocey shops 5

Ramallah Governorate

stores and offices offering public different servicasd 6 shops for occupational industries such as
carpenty, blacksmith, et¢'Ajjul Village Council, 201).

Unemployment irAjjul hasreacled around18% in 2011, mainly due to Israeli Occupation measures.
Most affected groups are laborers that used to work in Israel, in addition to those workirgg in

agriaultural and commercsectorsan addition to former workers in the Israeli labor margajul Village

Council, 201).

Labor Force

According to the PCBS, Population, Housing and Establishment Census in ZBP% of the
population was considered econoally active of which91.6% were employed, an84.8% of the
populations werenorreconomically active of whic#9.9% were students an84.6%, housekeepers

(Table?2).
Table 2: 'Ajjul population (10 years and above) by sex and employment status
Economiclly active Non-economically active
S Unem- Not
Currently : Not
- - Total
e | Employ Unerm ployed Total Stud Hous.e Unable Worklng.& Others | Total | stated ota
X | ed loved (never ent keeping | to work | not looking
ploy worked) for work
M 265 7 4 276 140 1 31 4 2 178 - 454
F 18 1 14 33 144 196 46 - 5 391 - 424
T 283 8 18 309 284 197 77 4 7 569 - 878

M: Male; F: Female; T: Total.

Source PCBS, 2009

Agricultural Sector

‘Ajjul Village lies on an area @547 dunans, of which4,199dunans are agriculturaland and180

dunans ae dedicated to residential servic8ge tabl and map 3or land use and land cover ardas

2010
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Table 3: Land use and land cover ifAjjul village in 2010 (area indunam)

Agricultural area Area of
Industrial Area of
Total Built (4.199 Inland Open | Commercial Setjcl_ement
up Forests Military
Area water Spaces &
Area | permanent | Green- | Range | Arable Transport Bases &
Crops houses | -lands | lands Unit Wall Zone
6,547 | 180 3,838 0 357 4 0 0 1,598 248 321

SourceARIX, GIS Unit, 204.
Map 3: Land use and land cover ofAjjul village, 2010
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Table 4 shows the different types of rafad and irrigated open cultivated vegetablesha Village;
tomatois consideredhe main cultivated vegetable.
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Table 4: Total area of rain-fed and irrigated open cultivated vegetables iMAjjul (area in dunams)

Fruity Leafy Green legumes Bulbs Other Total area
vegetables vegetables vegetables
Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr.
28 13 0 2 20 2 10 0 0 0 58 17

Rf.: Rainfed; Irr.: Irrigated
Source Ministry of agricultureRamallah, 2009

As for cultivating fruits,Ajjul is famous for olive treesind aroun@®,740dunans are plantedvith olive
crops(tableb).

Table 5: Total area of horticulture and olive trees in'Ajjul (area in dunams)

Olives Citrus Stonefruits Pome fruits Nuts Other fruits Total area
Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr.
2,740 0 1 0 5 0 1 0 35 0 64 0 2,846 0

Rf.: Rainfed; Irr.: Irrigated.
Source Ministry of agricultureRamallah, 2009

Table6 shows the total area of field crops cultivatedAjjul , being the area cultivated with cereals the
largest, coverin@0 dunans. The most importantlgultivated cereals include wheat andlég

Table 6: Total area of horticulture and olive trees in'Ajjul (area in dunams)

Cereals Bulbs Dry Qil crops Forage Stimulatin Other Total area
legumes crops g crops crops
Rf. | Irr. Rf. | Irr. Rf. | Irr. Rf. | Irr. Rf. | Irr. Rf. | Irr. Rf. | Irr. Rf. | Irr.
80 0 28 0 30 0 6 0 26 0 0 0 0 0 170 0
Rf.: Rainfed; Irr.: Irrigated.
Source Ministry of agricultureRamallah, 2009
The difference between the two sets of results

GIS Unit in sizes of agricultural areas is explained by #uot that the Ministry of Agriculture and the
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (2010) conducted a survey which used a definition of
agricultural areas based on land ownership. Therefore, the areas included in the survey were those of
actual holdingsof agricultural areas instead of seasonal ones. The survey did not consider fragmented
and small seasonal cultivated areas in reside
indicated the existence of a high proportion of small and fragmemtédings (home gardens)
throughout the occupied Palestinian territories, thus accounting for the larger area of agricultural
holdings calculated by ARIJ.

The field surveyonducted by ARIJ team in 205howsthat 7% of the residents itAjjul rearand keep
domestic animalsuch as sheep, goaisdothers('Ajjul Village Council, 201) (See Tabl&).

12



























