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Background 
 

 

 

This report is part of a series of booklets, which contain compiled information about each city, town, 

and village in the Qalqiliya Governorate. These booklets came as a result of a comprehensive study 

of all localities in Qalqiliya Governorate, which aims at depicting the overall living conditions in the 

governorate and presenting developmental plans to assist in developing the livelihood of the 

population in the area. It was accomplished through the "Village Profiles and Needs Assessment;" 

the project funded by the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID). 

 

The "Village Profiles and Needs Assessment" was designed to study, investigate, analyze and 

document the socio-economic conditions and the needed programs and activities to mitigate the 

impact of the current unsecure political, economic and social conditions in Qalqiliya Governorate.  

 

The project's objectives are to survey, analyze, and document the available natural, human, 

socioeconomic and environmental resources, and the existing limitations and needs assessment for 

the development of the rural and marginalized areas in Qalqiliya Governorate. In addition, the 

project aims at preparing strategic developmental programs and activities to mitigate the impact of 

the current political, social, and economic instability with the focus on the agricultural sector. 

 

All locality profiles in Arabic and English are available online at http://vprofile.arij.org.  
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Jayyus Town Profile
1
 

Location and physical characteristics 
 

Jayyus (including Khirbet Sir) is a Palestinian town in Qalqiliya Governorate, located 7-9km 

northeast of Qalqiliya City. It is bordered by Baqat al Hatab and Kafr Laqif to the east, Kafr Jamal, 

Kafr Zibad and Kafr óAbbush (in Tulkarem Governorate) to the south, óAzzun óIzbat at Tabib, An Nabi 

Elyas and óArab Abu Farda to the west, and the Green Line (lands of 1948) to the north (ARIJ-GIS, 

2013) (see map 1). 

  
Map 1: Jayyus location and borders 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2013 

 

Jayyus is located at an altitude of 188-233m above sea level with a mean annual rainfall of 580-

583mm. The average annual temperature is 19
o
C whilst the average annual humidity is 

approximately 63% (ARIJ-GIS, 2013). 

 

Until 2012, Khirbet Sir had been governed by a Projects Committee. However, in 2012, after a 

decision by the Palestinian Ministry of Councils and the Ministry of Local Government, Khirbet Sir 

was merged with the bigger locality of Jayyus town under Jayyus Municipal Council. 

 

 

The classification of the residential areas borders has been adopted in this profile based on the 

administrative division of Palestinian communities, according to the Palestinian National 

                                                 
1
 The information listed in this profile includes the information of both Jayyus town and Khirbet Sir; based on the Local 

Government's decision in 2012 to merge the two localities under one local council. 
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Authority(PNA). This administrative division system has been developed by the Palestinian Ministry 

of Planning, the Ministry of Local Government, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics(PCBS), 

and the Central Election Commission (CEC). 

 

Since 1997, Jayyus has been governed by a Municipal Council which is currently administrated by 8 

members appointed by the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) along with 12 other employees who 

work within the council. The council owns a permanent headquarters that is included within the 

óMiddle Joint Services Council.ô The Council possesses a vehicle for the collection of solid waste 

and a pick-up car (Jayyus Municipal Council, 2012). 

 

It is the responsibility of the Municipal Council to provide a number of services to the residents of 

Jayyus, including (Jayyus Municipal Council, 2012): 

 

¶ The establishment and maintenance of the drinking water and electricity networks.  

¶ Waste collection and street cleaning. 

¶ Provision of road networks and road rehabilitation, construction and paving.  

¶ Implementation of projects and studies for the town. 

¶ Protection of historical and archeological sites.  

¶ Protection of governmental properties. 

¶ Provision of part of the sewerage network. 

¶ Organization of the construction and licensing processes. 

¶ Provision of transportation. 

 

History  
 

Jayyus town was named after a Roman military commander named óLarjyusô, in addition to its 

strategic location which rendered it the meeting place of military armies who entered the area. 

Khirbet Sir was named after an old town called Khirbet Sir, which according to history books is 

linked to the historical kingdom of Sir. 

 

The town was established more than 1000 years ago with its residents descending from Al Hijazz  

and Hajja village (Jayyus Municipal Council, 2012).  
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Photo of Jayyus 

 
 

Religious and archaeological sites 
 

There are five mosques in the town (Saôid Ben al Maseeb, Abu Bakr as Siddiq, the Old, the New and 

Sir Grand Mosques). The town has several sites of archaeological interest including; the Old 

Mosque, an old rainwater harvesting pool and Sir spring. All of  these sites are in need of 

rehabilitation in order to be suitable for tourism, as determined by the Ministry of Tourism and 

Antiquities (Jayyus Municipal Council, 2012) (see map 2). 
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Map 2: Main locations in Jayyus Town 

 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2013. 



Palestinian Localities Study                                                                                                             Qalqiliya  Governorate 

 

 8 

Population 
 

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the total population of Jayyus in 

2007 was 3,244, of whom 1,655 were male and 1,589 female. There were 630 households registered 

as living in 675 housing units.  

 

Age groups and gender 

 

The General Census of Population and Housing carried out by PCBS in 2007 showed the distribution 

of age groups in Jayyus was as follows: 37.9% were less than 15 years of age, 57% were between 15 

and 64 years of age, and 4.7% were 65 years of age or older. Data also showed that the gender ratio 

of males to females in the town was 104.2:100, meaning that males and females constituted 51% and 

49% of the population, respectively. 

 

Families 

 

Jayyus residents are from several families, including Khalid, Salim, Shamasna, Beida, Khreisha, 

Qaddumi, Zaôroor, óAlwan, Hantash, Shirri, Ruboô and Qadiry (Jayyus Municipal Council, 2012).  

 

Immigration  

 

The field survey conducted by ARIJ staff showed that approximately 70 families have left the town 

since Al Aqsa Intifada in 2000 (Jayyus Municipal Council, 2012). 

 

Education 
 

According to the results of the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment Census - 2007, the 

illiteracy rate among the Jayyus population is approximately 6.1%, 84.8% of whom are females. Of 

the total population, only 12.7% could read and write with no formal education, 21.1% had 

elementary education, 24.9% had preparatory education, 20.9% had secondary education, and 14.3% 

had completed higher education. Table 1 shows the educational level in the town of Jayyus by 

gender and educational attainment in 2007.  

 
Table 1: Jayyus population (10 years and above) by sex and educational attainment 

S 

E 

x 

Illiter

ate 

Can 

read & 

write  

Element

ary 

Preparat

ory 

Secondar

y 

Associate 

Diploma 
Bachelor 

Higher 

Diploma 
Masters 

 

PhD 
Unkno

wn 
Total 

M 22 152 239 303 286 88 117 3 12 4 0 1,226 
F 123 150 263 288 210 48 67 0 1 0 0 1,150 
T 145 302 502 591 496 136 184 3 13 4 0 2,376 
Source: PCBS, 2009 

 

There are five public schools in the town, all of which are run by the Palestinian Ministry of Higher 

Education (Directorate of Education in Qalqiliya, 2012) (see table 2).  
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Table 2: Schools in Jayyus by name, stage, sex, and supervising authority (2011/2012) 
School name Supervising authority  Sex 

Khirbet Sir Co-educational Elementary School Government Mixed 

Jayyus Boysô Elementary School Government Male 

Jayyus Girlsô Secondary School Government Female 

Abdul Rahim Omar Boysô Secondary School Government Male 

Jayyus Girlsô Elementary School Government Female 

Source: Directorate of Education in Qalqiliya, 2012 

 

There are 865 students, 63 teachers, and 39 classes in the town. The average number of students per 

teacher in the school is nearly 14, whilst the average number of students per class is approximately 

22 (Directorate of Education in Qalqiliya, 2012). 

 

There is also one kindergarten in the town (Jayyus Charitable Society Kindergarten) which is run by 

a private organization. The kindergarten consists of 5 classes which are supervised by 6 teachers 
(Directorate of Education in Qalqiliya, 2012). 
 

Due to the lack of certain educational facilities, including the secondary/scientific branch, students of 

the town attend Kafr Zibad Co-educational Secondary School in Tulkarem Governorate (7km away) 

or óAzzun secondary schools in óAzzun (4km away) (Jayyus Municipal Council, 2012). 

 

The educational sector in Jayyus town faces a number of obstacles; mainly:  

 

¶ The lack of classrooms. 

¶ The lack of secondary/scientific level of education. 

¶ The lack of specialized and experienced teaching staff. 

The lack of a good sewerage network at schools.(Jayyus Municipal Council, 2012) 

 

Health status 
 

Jayyus has one governmental and another private general physicians clinic, a private dental clinic, a 

medical laboratory and a private pharmacy. In the absence of required health services or in 

emergencies, patients are transferred to Darweesh Nazzal Hospital or Qalqiliya Health Center in 

Qalqiliya city (13km away) or to óAzzun clinic in óAzzun (5km away) (Jayyus Municipal Council, 2012).  

  

The health sector in the town faces a number of obstacles and problems, principally:  

 

¶ The lack of a resident physician at the health clinic. 

¶ The restrictions of movement placed on town residents through travel sanctions imposed by 

the Israeli army.  

¶ The lack of an ambulance. 
(Jayyus Municipal Council, 2012) 
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Economic activities 
 

The economy in Jayyus is dependent mainly on the agricultural sector, which absorbs 65% of the 

townôs workforce (Jayyus Municipal Council, 2012) (see figure 1).  

 

The results of a field survey conducted by the ARIJ team in 2012 for the distribution of labor by 

economic activity in Jayyus are as follows: 

 

¶ Agriculture sector (65%) 

¶ Government or other employees sector (18%) 

¶ Israeli labor market (10%) 

¶ Trade sector (4%) 

¶ Services sector (3%) 

 
 

Figure 1: The distribution of labor force among main economic activities in Jayyus 

 
Source: Jayyus Municipal Council, 2012 

 

Jayyus has 22 grocery stores, 5 fruit and vegetable stores, 3 bakeries, 1 butcher, 3 service stores, 4 

different professional workshops, 1 olive oil press and 1 store for agricultural tools (Jayyus Municipal 

Council, 2012). 
 

In 2012, the unemployment rate in Jayyus reached 60%. The groups most affected economically by 

the Israeli restrictions have been;  

 

¶ Former workers in Israel. 

¶ Workers in the agriculture sector. 

¶ Workers in the trade sector. 

¶ Workers in the services sector. 

¶ Workers in the employees sector. 
(Jayyus Municipal Council, 2012) 
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 Labor force 

 

 According to the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment Census - 2007, 35.1% of Jayyusôs 

labor force was economically active, of whom 89.7% were employed, 64.9% were not economically 

active, 51.1% were students, and 35.3% were housekeepers (see table 4). 

 
Table 4: Jayyus population (10 years of age and above) by sex and employment status 

S

e

x 

Economically active Non-economically active 

Not 

stated 
Total Employ-

ed 

Currently 

unemploy

ed 

Unemplo

yed 

(never 

worked) 

Total 
Stude

nt 

House-

keeping 

Unable 

to work 

Not 

working 

& not 

looking 

for work  

Others Total 

M 634 53 16 703 412 0 75 12 23 522 1 1,226 

F 114 4 12 130 376 545 88 1 10 1,020 0 1,150 

T 748 57 28 833 788 545 163 13 33 1,542 1 2,376 
M: Male; F: Female; T: Total. 

Source: PCBS, 2009 

 

 

Agricultural sector 
  

Jayyus has a total area of approximately 14,099 dunums of which 9,655 are arable land and 421 

dunums are registered as residential (see table 5 and map 3). 

 

Table 5: Land use and land cover in Jayyus town (area in dunums) 

Total 

area 

 

Built 

up 

area 

 

Agricultural  area 

(9,655) 
 

Inland 

water 

 

Forests 
Open 

spaces 

Area of 

industrial, 

commercial & 

transport unit  

Area of 

settlements, 

military 

bases & 

Wall zone 

Permanent 

crops 

Green-

houses 

Range-

lands 

Arable 

lands 

14,099 421 7,495 92 667 1,401 0 26 3,054 29 913 

Source: ARIJ ï GIS Unit, 2013 
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Map 3: Land use/land cover and Segregation Wall in Jayyus town 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2013 

 

Table 6 shows the different types of rain-fed and irrigated open-cultivated vegetables in Jayyus. The 

most commonly cultivated crops in this area are cauliflowers and white cabbages. About 116 

dunums in Jayyus are cultivated with different types of vegetables in Green-houses. 

 
Table 6: Total area of rain-fed and irrigated open cultivated vegetables in Jayyus (area in dunums) 

Fruity vegetables 
Leafy 

vegetables 
Green legumes Bulbs 

Other 

vegetables 
Total area 

Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  

2 70 0 37 42 5 10 5 0 55 54 172 
Rf.: Rain-fed; Irr.: Irrigated. 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture - Qalqiliya, 2010 

 

Table 7 shows the different types of fruit trees planted in the area. Jayyus is famous for olive 

cultivation and there are approximately 3,556 dunums of land planted with olive trees in the town. 

 
Table 7: Total area of horticulture and olive trees in Jayyus (area in dunums) 

Olives Citrus  Stone fruits  Pome fruits Nuts Other fruits  Total area 

Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr . 

3,556 0 0 206.3 0 30 0 2 30 0 10 58.7 3,596 297 
Rf.: Rain-fed; Irr.: Irrigated. 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture - Qalqiliya, 2010 

 

In terms of field crops and forage in Jayyus, cereals (particularly wheat) are the most cultivated, 

covering an area of approximately 150 dunums (see table 8). 

 

 

 
 


























