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Background 
 

 

 

This report is part of a series of booklets, which contain compiled information about each city, town, 

and village in the Qalqiliya Governorate. These booklets came as a result of a comprehensive study 

of all localities in Qalqiliya Governorate, which aims to depict the overall living conditions in the 

governorate and presenting developmental plans to assist in improving the livelihood of the 

population in the area. It was accomplished through the "Village Profiles and Needs Assessment;" 

the project funded by the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID). 

 

The "Village Profiles and Needs Assessment" was designed to study, investigate, analyze and 

document the socio-economic conditions and the needed programs and activities to mitigate the 

impact of the current unsecure political, economic and social conditions in Qalqiliya Governorate.  

 

The project's objectives are to survey, analyze and document the available natural, human, 

socioeconomic and environmental resources, and the existing limitations and needs assessment for 

the development of the rural and marginalized areas in Qalqiliya Governorate. In addition, the 

project aims to prepare strategic developmental programs and activities to mitigate the impact of the 

current political, social, and economic instability with the focus on the agricultural sector. 

 

All locality profiles in Arabic and English are available online at http://vprofile.arij.org.  
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Jinsafut Village Profile
1
 

Location and physical characteristics 
 

Jinsafut (including Al Funduq locality) is a Palestinian village in Qalqiliya Governorate, located 16 

km east of Qalqiliya City. It is bordered by Immatin village to the east, Deir Istiya village (in Salfit 

Governorate) to the south, Wadi Qana (in Salfit Governorate) to the west and Hajja to the north 

(ARIJ-GIS, 2013) (see map 1). 

  
Map 1: Jinsafut location and borders 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2013 

 

Jinsafut is located at an altitude of 404-462m above sea level with a mean annual rainfall of 586-

588mm. The average annual temperature is 18
o
C whilst the average annual humidity is 

approximately 61% (ARIJ-GIS, 2013). 

 

Until 2012, Al Funduq locality had been governed by a Projectsô Committee. However, in 2012, 

upon a decision by the Palestinian Ministry of Councils and the Ministry of Local Government, Al 

Funduq locality was merged with the bigger locality of Jinsafut village under Jinsafut Village 

Council. 

 

                                                 
1
 The information listed in this profile includes the information of both Jinsafut village and Al Funduq locality; based on 

the Local Government's decision in 2012 to merge the two localities under one local council. 
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The classification of the residential areas borders has been adopted in this profile based on the 

administrative division of Palestinian communities, according to the Palestinian National 

Authority(PNA). This administrative division system has been developed by the Palestinian Ministry 

of Planning, the Ministry of Local Government, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics(PCBS), 

and the Central Election Commission (CEC). 

 

Since 1966, Jinsafut has been governed by a Village Council which is currently administrated by 9 

members appointed by the Palestinian National Authority (PNA). There are also 5 employees 

working in the council, whose permanent headquarters is included within the First Joint Services 

Council. The Council possesses a vehicle for the collection of solid waste (Jinsafut Village Council, 

2012). 
 

It is the responsibility of the Village Council to provide a number of services to the residents of 

Jinsafut, including: 

 

¶ The establishment and maintenance of the drinking water and electricity networks. 

¶ Waste collection and street cleaning 

¶ Provision of road networks and road restoration, construction and paving 

¶ Implementation of projects and studies for the village 

¶ Protection of historical and archeological sites 

¶ Protection of governmental properties 

¶ Provision of educational kindergartens 

(Jinsafut Village Council, 2012) 

 

History  
 

Jinsafutôs name descends from a Roman commander named Jin Safut, while Al Funduq locality 

(literally meaning the hotel) was named so because it was a connection station between Jaffa and 

Nablus and a rest place for traders and scientists. 

 

The village was established more than 1000 years ago, with its residents descending from Jordan, 

Kafr Qalil village and Jabaô in Jenin, as well as some families who came from Kafr Bara which was 

occupied in 1948 and Al Judeira village (Jinsafut Village Council, 2012).  

 
Photo of Jinsafut 
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Religious and archaeological sites 
 

There are five mosques in the village (Othman Ben óAffan, Abu Bakr as Siddiq, óAbadah Ben al 

Samet, the Omari and the Old Mosques). The village has several sites of archaeological interest 

including the Omari Mosque, the Old City, prophetsô tombs, the Old mosque and underground 

passages. (Jinsafut Village Council, 2012) (see map 2). 
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Map 2: Main locations in Jinsafut village 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2013 

 

Population 
 

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the total population of Jinsafut in 

2007 was 2,792, of whom 1,432 were male and 1,360 female. There were 500 households registered 

as living in 549 housing units.  

 

Age groups and gender 

 

The General Census of Population and Housing carried out by the PCBS in 2007 showed that the 

distribution of age groups in Jinsafut was as follows: 42.2% were less than 15 years of age, 53.7% 

were between 15 and 64 years of age, and 3.2% were 65 years of age or older. Data also showed that 

the gender ratio of males to females in the village is 105.3:100, meaning that males and females 

constituted 51.3% and 48.7% of the population, respectively. 

 

 

 

Families 

 

Jinsafut residents are from several families, including óAal Shir, óAal óEid, óAal Sabra, óAal Sukkar, 

óAal óAllan, óAal Nabhan, óAal Jaber, óAal óEinash, óAal óAyyub, Taym, Jibôini, Muheisin and 

óOdah (Dhiyab) (Jinsafut Village Council, 2012).  
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Education 
 

According to the results of the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment Census - 2007, the 

illiteracy rate among Jinsafutôs population is approximately 5.7%, of whom 82.8% are females. 

14.9% could only read and write with no formal education, 22.3% had elementary education, 28.5% 

had preparatory education, 18.2% had secondary education, and 10.1% had completed higher 

education. Table 1 shows the educational level in the village of Jinsafut by gender and educational 

attainment in 2007.  

 
Table 1: Jinsafut population (10 years and above) by sex and educational attainment 

S 

E 

x 

Illite -

rate 

Can 

read & 

write  

Element-

ary 

Preparat-

ory 

Second-

ary 

Associate 

Diploma 
Bachelor 

Higher 

Diploma 

Master

s 

 

PhD Unknown Total 

M 19 157 217 309 187 40 69 0 14 1 5 1,018 
F 92 134 218 247 168 19 54 0 1 0 3 936 
T 111 291 435 556 355 59 123 0 15 1 8 1,954 
Source: PCBS, 2009 

 

There are three public schools in the village, all of which are run by the Palestinian Ministry of 

Higher Education (Directorate of Education in Qalqiliya, 2012) (see table 2).  

 
Table 2: Schools in Jinsafut by name, stage, sex, and supervising authority (2011/2012) 

School name Supervising authority  Sex 

Jinsafut Boysô Secondary School Government Male 

Jinsafut Girlsô Secondary School Government Female 

Al Funduq Co-educational Elementary 

School 

Government Mixed 

Source: Directorate of Education in Qalqiliya, 2012 

 

There are 836 students, 56 teachers, and 34 classes in the village. The average number of students 

per teacher in the school is nearly 15, whilst the average number of students per class is 

approximately 25 (Directorate of Education in Qalqiliya, 2012). 

 

There is also one kindergarten in the village (An Noor Kindergarten) which is run by a private 

organization. The kindergarten consists of 1 class that is supervised by 1 teacher (Directorate of 

Education in Qalqiliya, 2012). 
 

Due to the lack of some educational levels, including secondary/scientific, industrial and commercial 

branches, students from the village often attend Qalqiliya Industrial School in Qalqiliya city (15km 

away) or Hajja secondary schools (2-5km away) (Jinsafut Village Council, 2012). 

 

The educational sector in Jinsafut village faces a number of obstacles, mainly: 

 

¶ The lack of classrooms 

¶ The lack of schools 

The lack of interest from the Ministry of Education in the villageôs schools(Jinsafut Village Council, 

2012) 
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Health status 
 

Jinsafut has one health center (Jinsafut Governmental Health Center), a governmental medical 

laboratory, a government-run mother and child care center, one governmental and two private 

general physician clinics, a private dental clinic and two private pharmacies. In the absence of 

required health services or in emergencies, patients are transferred to Darweesh Nazzal Hospital in 

Qalqiliya city (15km away) or to Rafidiya Hospital in Nablus city (15-17km away) (Jinsafut Village 

Council, 2012).  
  

The health sector in the village faces a number of obstacles and problems, principally:  

¶ The lack of specialized doctors 

¶ The ageing governmental health center which is in need of renovation 

¶ The limited working hours of the general physician in the governmental center(only present 

two days a week) 

¶ The irregular work of the medical lab employee at the governmental center 

The lack of an ambulance service(Jinsafut Village Council, 2012) 

 

Economic activities 
 

The economy in Jinsafut is dependent mainly on both the agricultural sector and the Israeli labor 

market, with each absorbing 30% of the villageôs workforce (Jinsafut Village Council, 2012) (see figure 

1).  

 

The results of a field survey conducted by the ARIJ team in 2012 for the distribution of labor by 

economic activity in Jinsafut are as follows: 

 

¶ Agriculture sector (30%) 

¶ Israeli labor market (30%) 

¶ Trade sector (20%) 

¶ Government or other employees sector (10%) 

¶ Services sector (7%) 

¶ Industry (3%) 
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Figure 1: The distribution of labor force among main economic activities in Jinsafut 

 
Source: Jinsafut Village Council, 2012 

 

Jinsafut has 16 groceries, 5 fruit and vegetable stores, 2 bakeries, 2 butchers, 13 service stores, 30 

different professional workshops, 2 olive oil presses, 4 stonemasons, 1 store for agricultural tools and 

1 agricultural nursery (Jinsafut Village Council, 2012). 

 

In 2012, the unemployment rate in Jinsafut reached 19%. The groups most affected economically by 

the Israeli restrictions have been  

 

¶ Workers in the agriculture sector 

¶ Former workers in Israel 

¶ Industrial workers 

¶ Workers in the trade sector 

¶ Workers in the services sector 

¶ Workers in the employees sector 
(Jinsafut Village Council, 2012) 

 

 

 Labor force 

 

 According to the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment Census - 2007, 35% of Jinsafutôs 

labor force were economically active, of whom 87.9% were employed, 64.6% were not economically 

active, 53.3% were students, and 36.8% were housekeepers (see table 4). 
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Table 4: Jinsafut population (10 years of age and above) by sex and employment status 

S

e

x 

Economically active Non-economically active 

Not 

stated 
Total Employ-

ed 

Currently 

unemploy

ed 

Unemplo

yed 

(never 

worked) 

Total 
Stud-

ent 

House-

keeping 

Unable 

to work 

Not 

working 

& not 

looking 

for work  

Others Total 

M 529 46 19 594 359 0 48 7 5 419 5 1,018 

F 72 9 8 89 320 464 55 0 4 843 4 936 

T 601 55 27 683 679 464 103 7 9 1,262 9 1,954 
M: Male; F: Female; T: Total. 

Source: PCBS, 2009 

 

 

 

Agricultural sector 
  

Jinsafut has a total area of approximately 11,893 dunums of which 7, 710 are arable land and 369 

dunums are registered as residential (see table 5 and map 3). 

 

 

Table 5: Land use and land cover in Jinsafut village (area in dunums) 

Total 

area 

 

Built 

up 

area 

 

Agricultural  area 

(7,170) 
 

Inland 

water 

 

Forests 
Open 

spaces 

Area of 

industrial, 

commercial & 

transport unit  

Area of 

settlements, 

military 

bases & 

Wall zone 

Permanent 

crops 

Green-

houses 

Range-

lands 

Arable 

lands 

11,893 369 5,009 8 134 2,019 0 3,382 191 61 719 

Source: ARIJ ï GIS Unit, 2013 
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Map 3: Land use/land cover and Segregation Wall in Jinsafut village 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2013 

 

Table 6 shows the different types of rain-fed and irrigated open-cultivated vegetables in Jinsafut. The 

most commonly cultivated crops within this area are snake cucumber and green bean. About �í�ñ 
dunums in Jinsafut are cultivated with different types of vegetables in Green-houses. 
 

 
Table 6: Total area of rain-fed and irrigated open cultivated vegetables in Jinsafut (area in dunums) 

Fruity 

vegetables 

Leafy 

vegetables 
Green legumes Bulbs 

Other 

vegetables 
Total area 

Rf. Irr.  Rf. I rr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  

65 0 0 0 50 0 0 0 0 0 115 0 
Rf.: Rain-fed; Irr.: Irrigated. 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture - Qalqiliya, 2010 

 

Table 7 shows the different types of fruit trees planted in the area. Jinsafut is famous for olive 

cultivation and there are approximately 4,150 dunums of land planted with olive trees in the village. 

 
Table 7: Total area of horticulture and olive trees in Jinsafut (area in dunums) 

Olives Citrus  Stone fruits  Pome fruits Nuts Other fruits  Total area 

Rf. I rr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  

4,150 0 0 4 84 0 0 0 55 0 100 0.1 4,389 4.1 
Rf.: Rain-fed; Irr.: Irrigated. 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture - Qalqiliya, 2010 

 






















