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Background

This reportis part of a series of bookletghich contain compiled information about each city, town,
andvillage in the NablusGovernorate. These booklets came as a result of a comprehensive study of
all localities inthe Nablus Governor#e, and aim to depictthe overall living conditions in the
governorate and presemevelopment plans to assistimprovingthe livelihood of the population in

the area. It was accomplished through tfi#léige Profiles and Needs Assessmeitproject furded

by the Spanish Agency for International Ceration for Development (AECID).

The 'Village Profiles and Needs Assessment” was designed to study, investigate, analyze and
document the socieconomic conditions and the programs and activitiesdedto mitigate the
impact of the currerinsecure political, economic and social conditiontheNablusGovernorate.

The project's objectives are to survey, analyze and document the available natural, human,
socioeconomic and environmental resources, ane@xiging limitations and needs assessment for

the development of the rural and marginalized areakéarNablus Governorate. In addition, the
project aimdo preparestrategic developmental programs and activities to mitigate the impact of the
current poliical, social, and economic instability wiéifocus on the agricultural sector.

All locality profiles in Arabic and English are available onlinép://vprofile.arij.org



http://vprofile.arij.org/
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BeitaTownProfile (i ncl udi ng Zadtar

Location and Physical Characteristics

Beita( i nc | u di locglity)dsea@alestinianown in the NablusGovernoratdocated9-11 km
south of NablusCity. It is bordered byOsarin and Agrab#o the eastp A w a r t Qualagorttee
north, Huwwara an®fasufto the westandYatma and Qabalan to the so&RI1J-GIS, 2014 (See
Map 1)

Map 1: Beita location and borders
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Source:ARIJ - GIS Unit,2014

Beitais located at an altitude &f72m above sea level with mean annual rainfall d#15-564mm.
The averagannual temperature &8°C whilst the average annualimidity is gproximately60%
(ARIJ-GIS, 2019.

Until 2012, a project committee was responsifie Za'taralocality. However,this locality was
incorporatedwithin the boundaries of tHarger populatin center;'Beita". This wasdone through a

! The information in this profilencludeBeitatown andZ a 6 toealityadata based on the local government's decision to
mergeBei t a t own anid20Raét ara | ocality
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resolution adopted by the Palestinian Cabinet and the Ministry of Local Government in 2012, and
according to this resolutioZa'ataraand Beitacame under the administrative authority of one
municipal council wheh is called "Beita" Municipal Council.

The total area oBeita consists of approximately 7 , duniims.The border of this locality is set
according to the new | ocal council sb6 borders
Government. e new borders of the Palestinian localities were set byP#iestinian National
Authority, represented by the Ministry of Local Government, the Central Elections Commission, the
Ministry of Planning and the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statigticthe year 2011. These
governmental institutions reset the borders of the localities for the purpose of the Palestinian
elections that took place in 2011. Accordingly, ARtibpted these new borders in this report since it
found thathe newly adopted bordeit®s, a certain extent, better suit the demographic, environmental
and agricultural variables and faan the ground. Also, ARIJ usdtese defined borders only for the
sake of this research and study. It is worth noting that these borders do not repeeseaas and
borders of the private properties at the locality level and are not included in the PNA files of the
private land holdings.

Sincel997, Beitahas been governed byMunicipal Councilwhich is currentlyadministered byl1
members appoietl by the PalestiniarNational Authority (PNA). There are also 30 employes
working for the council, which owns itspermanenheadquarters Beitais included within the Joint
Services Council South of Nabl(BeitaMunicipal Counci] 2013.

The Municipal Coucil ownsonevehicle for the collection of solid waste in additionapick-up
truck, a Baggerbulldozer and water and electricitynaintenance equipmenit is responsibldor
providing a number of services to thesidens of Beita including:

The establishment andnaintenancef the drinking wateand electricitynetworks
Waste collection,tseet cleaningandsocialservices

Road rehabilitation, construction and pay

Organization of th@rocessing and issuance of construction licenses
Provision ofoffices for governmental institutions

Protection of historical and archeological sites

Implementation of projects and studies for titnen

Provision of the public markets

Provision of educational kindergartens

= =8 -8 _9_9_9_95_2°_-2

(Beita Municipal Council, 2013)

History

The town of Beita was named after tAeabic word forfi h o mas @ was a place of safety for
travelers who travel from the North, South, and East of Palestine. The travelers would stay overnight
and theresidentswould usethis as an opportunity to parti@fe in the communityhy expressing

their appreciatiorfior the travelers and enjmg their arrival to the village(Beita Municipal Council,

2013) The establishment of the assemtétes back to the Canaanite @aita Municipal Council,
2013)(see photd)).
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Photo of Beita

Religious and Archaeological Sites

There are six mosques in the village: Abu BAaktSiddigMosque Umar ibn AlKhattabMosque,
Uthman ibn AffanMosque, Ali ibn Abi Talib Mosquelmar ibn Abd alAziz Mosque,and Ubada
ibn as Sant Mosque.

There are also a number of archeological sites in the town, including two Khirbet Roman ruin
houses, a castle dati ng bsaroundetby400t500squaBermetargad A g -
halls carved fronmrock. There aréwo historic prisons, most notably Khirbet Rogan, and phace of

i mpri sonment of  $nin &oytleebsouth oftowk lihiere s @rt archha@dlogical area
call ed Al Bal 0 a inthé watishareis@ne statuesa whieh date back to the Roman
Empire In addiion there is the Abu Zakari shrine, whichtel back to the CrusasiéBeita
Municipal Council, 2013)(See Map 2).
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Population

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau ddtiStics (PCBS), the total population Beita in
2007 was8 , 9 B8f5whom 4 , 6efe male and 4 , 3f2n@ak. Therewere 1 , 5 hogiseholds
registered abving in 1 , 7h8u8ing units.

Age Groups and Gender

The General Census of Population and Housingechaut by PCBS in 2007 showed the distribution
of age groups iBeitaas follows:4 4 % Wereless than 15 yearsf age 5 2 % Werebetween 1%nd

64 yearsof age and 3% were65 yearsof age orolder. Data also showed that the sex ratio of males
to female in thetown was 102100, meaning that malesnd femalegonstitutel 5 1 % &d4 8% 1

of the populationrespectively

Families
Beita residents are from several families, including:

T Doyakat Tri be: Consisting of JanbbyaAbo Shéikkh mi | vy
family, Abo Khal il family, Jaber family, S
and Qotne family

1 Hamayel Tribe: Consisting of 8&m family, Hamdan family, and Bani Maflah family

1 Bani Shamsa Tribe: Consisting of Khader family, Bab f ami | y, Bal ut f
family, Jaghob, Abo Mazen family, Khalil family, and Theyab family

T Khabayasa Tribe: Consisting of Farhat f ami|

1T Badeer Tribe: Consisting of Issa family, K|

1 Shafa Family

T Madal.i Family

T Madél a Family

Immigration

The field survey conducted by ARIJ staff shows that around 100 people have left the village since
the Al Agsa Intifada in 2000

Education

According to the results of the PCBS Population, Housing and E$tadant Census 2007, the

illiteracy rate amongf the Beita population is pproximately6%; of whom7 9% &re females. Of
the literate populationl 4 % 8ould onlyread and writewith no formal education2 5% &ad

elementary educatior?, % had preparatry education,l 6 % Had secondary education, aBd %9
completed higher education. Table 1 shows the educational level towheof Beita by sex and
educational attainment in 2007.
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Table 1: Beita population (10 years and above) by sex and educatiamattainment

S . Can . .

E Illite - ead & Element | Preparat- | Second Agsomate Bachelor H!gher Master | PhD Un- Total
X rate write ary ory ary Diploma Diploma known

M 76 459 825 951 557 86 244 2 31 6 0 3,237
F 299 434 747 855 463 41 140 0 2 0 7 2,988
T 375 893 1,572 1,806 1,020 127 384 2 33 6 7 6,225

Source PCBS, 2009.

Thereareeight public schoolsn thetownrun by the Palestian Ministry of Higher Educatioand
one private schodDirectorate of Education iNablus 2012)(See Table 2)

Table 2: Schooldn Beita by name, stage, sex, and supervising authority (20/2012)
School Name Supervising Sex
Authority
Beita Boysd Secondary Scho Government Males
BeitaB o yHe@nentary School Government Males
Beita Girlsbéb Secondary Sc Government Females
Beita Coeducated Elementary School Government Mixed
Beita Girlsd El ementary S Government Females
Bear Quza Ceeducated Elementary School Government Mixed
As Salam Boysd EIl ementary Government Males
Mohammed bin Rashi d n#éldry Sthadt Government Females
Ajyal-Al Mustagbal School Private Mixed

Source Directorate of Education in Nablus, 2012

In thetown there are8 , Ostudentsl 6 t8achers, and 0 @assesThe average number of students
per teacher in the school is anly 18, whilst the average number of students per class is
approximately29 (Directorate of Education iNablus 2012).

There aresevenkindergartens irBeita, all of which are run by private organization (SEgble 3
below).

Table 3: Kindergartens in Beita town by name and supervising authority

Name of Kindergarten No. of Classes No. of Teachers| Supervising Authority
Al Huriya Kindergarten 5 7 Private
Al Manar Kindergarten 3 5 Private
B a r a d Blostaghal Kindergarten 5 6 Private
Toyor Al Janah Kidergarten 3 3 Private
Chil drends Life Kinder 2 3 Private
Beita Charity Association Kindergarten 2 3 Private
Ajyal Kindergarten 3 4 Private

Source: Directorate of Education in Nablus, 2012

The educational sector Beitatown faces a number obbstaclesincluding

E R

The lack of adequatelassroomsn the schoos.

The need forehabilitation anadontinuousmaintenance for schools
The need for providing the schools with computer and scientifg la
The need fomternet servicén schools
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(Beita Municipal Council, 2013)

Health Status

Beita hasseveral health facilities available, includiaggovernmental clinica governmental mother
and child care center, and Al Hikmah health center wbicttains arX- ray center and medical tests
laboratory. In addition there is aZakat Committee clinic which include general physician clinic
andan X- ray centerThevillage alsohas a private physiciénslinic, a private deral clinic and 3
private pharmacie@BeitaMunicipal Council 2013.

For hedth servicemot availablan the town, patientsseThe National Hospital ifNablus City (14
km a way), or theAqgraba health clini¢4km away)(Beita Municipal Council, 2013)

The health sector in thewn faces a number obbstacles and problenjncipally:

The lack of an ambulance

Thediabetes clinic is very far from the village

The need fomaternal and childrehealth care

The need for specialideclinics such asan ge clinic, bone clinics, andan ear, nose and
throat clinic

(Beita MunicipalCouncil, 2013)

= =4 =4 =4

Economic Activities

The economy irBeita is dependent mainly on theadesector which absorb30% of thetownd s
workforce BeitaMunicipal Counci) 2013 (See Figure 1).

The results of a field survey conducted by the ARIJ tea0ir8 for the distribution of labor by
economic activity irBeitaare as follows:

Trade sector30%)

Government or othgyublicemployees sector (25%)
Israeli labor market20%)

Industry (5%)

Agriculture sector (L0%)

= =4 -4 -8 -9
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Figure 1: The distribution of labor force among main economic activities irBeita
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Source: BeitaMunicipal Counci] 2013

Beita has200 markets 1 bakery, 1 butcher, #uit and vegetable stosg 19 serviceproviders 18
different professional workshops quarry, 4 stonecutters 5 oil presses3 stores for agricultural
tools and 2 agricultural nurseri@B®eitaMunicipal Counci) 2013.

In 2013 the unemployment rate Beitareachedl 7% andthe groupsmostaffectedeconomicallyby
the Israeli restrictions/ere:

Industrial workers

Workers in the agriculture sector

Workers in thdsraeli labor market

Workers in tharadesector(Beita Municipal Council, 2013)

= =4 =4 =4

Labor Force

According to the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment Ceh20730.7% of Beitad s
labor force was economically active, of wh@nl % wWere employedOf the6 9 % ®ho were not
economically active 5 % Rere students argl 4 % were housekeepers (Seable4).

Table 4: Beita population (10 yearsof ageand above) by sex and employant status

Economically active Non-economically active
Not
S Un- Una g
| Currently | House working Not
ol e Unem- Rl Total =i keepin o & not Others | Total | stated e
X ed (never ent to .
ployed g looking
worked) work
for work
M 1,445 241 92 1,778 1,209 7 170 13 57 1,456 3 3,237
F 118 9 6 133 1,170 | 1,489 | 160 7 24 2,850 5 2,988
T 1,563 250 98 1911 | 2379 | 1,496 | 330 20 81 4,306 8 6,225
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M: Male; F: Female; T: Total.
Source PCBS, 2009.

Agricultural Sector

Beitahas a total area @pproximatelyl 7 ,5dudums of whicil 5 , @ubhumsare arable land and
1, OdBrims are registered @esidential (Se@able5 andMap 3).

Table 5: Land use and land cover inBeita town (area in dunums)

Agricultural area Area of Se?trlgfln gats
Total | Built up 15,014 Inland Open Industrial, i '
A A t Forests S C ol & Military
IS a8 | permanent| Green | Range | Arable | Water PelgEs TommerCIS : Bases &
Crops houses | lands | lands ransportUnit |\ 1l Zone
17, 41,0 14,0 5 333 589 2 0 1, 3 94 1
Source:ARIJT GIS Unit, 2014.

Map 3: Land use/land cover andhe Segregation Wall inBeita town

Source:ARIJ - GIS Unit,2014

As for the different types of raifed and irrigated opeaultivated vegetables in Bejtdruity
vegetablessuch as tomatoemndgreen beansre the maswidely cultivated, with nearl$y dunums

planted which areain-fed, along with5 dunumscultivatedin greenhouse@Ministry of Agriculture
Nablus, 201D





































