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Background 
 

 

 

This report is part of a series of booklets which contain compiled information about each city, town, 

and village in the Nablus Governorate. These booklets came as a result of a comprehensive study of 

all localities in the Nablus Governorate, and aim to depict the overall living conditions in the 

governorate and present development plans to assist in improving the livelihood of the population in 

the area. It was accomplished through the "Village Profiles and Needs Assessment"; a project funded 

by the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID). 

 

The "Village Profiles and Needs Assessment" was designed to study, investigate, analyze and 

document the socio-economic conditions and the programs and activities needed to mitigate the 

impact of the current insecure political, economic and social conditions in the Nablus Governorate.  

 

The project's objectives are to survey, analyze and document the available natural, human, 

socioeconomic and environmental resources, and the existing limitations and needs assessment for 

the development of the rural and marginalized areas in the Nablus Governorate. In addition, the 

project aims to prepare strategic developmental programs and activities to mitigate the impact of the 

current political, social, and economic instability with a focus on the agricultural sector. 

 

All locality profiles in Arabic and English are available online at http://vprofile.arij.org.  
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Beita Town Profile (including Zaôtara Locality)
1
 

 

Location and Physical Characteristics 
 

Beita (including Zaôtara locality) is a Palestinian town in the Nablus Governorate located 9-11 km 

south of Nablus City. It is bordered by Osarin and Aqraba to the east, óAwarta and Odala to the 

north, Huwwara and Yasuf to the west, and Yatma and Qabalan to the south (ARIJ-GIS, 2014) (See 

Map 1). 

  

Map 1: Beita location and borders 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2014. 

 

Beita is located at an altitude of 572m above sea level with a mean annual rainfall of 515-564mm. 

The average annual temperature is 18
o
C whilst the average annual humidity is approximately 60% 

(ARIJ-GIS, 2014). 

 

Until 2012, a project committee was responsible for Za'tara locality. However, this locality was 

incorporated within the boundaries of the larger population center, "Beita". This was done through a 

                                                 
1
 The information in this profile include Beita town and  Zaôtara locality data; based on the local government's decision to 

merge Beita town and Zaôtara locality in 2012. 
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resolution adopted by the Palestinian Cabinet and the Ministry of Local Government in 2012, and 

according to this resolution Za'atara and Beita came under the administrative authority of one 

municipal council which is called "Beita" Municipal Council.  

 

The total area of Beita consists of approximately 17,495 dunums. The border of this locality is set 

according to the new local councilsô borders which were defined by the Palestinian Ministry of Local 

Government. The new borders of the Palestinian localities were set by the Palestinian National 

Authority, represented by the Ministry of Local Government, the Central Elections Commission, the 

Ministry of Planning and the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, in the year 2011. These 

governmental institutions reset the borders of the localities for the purpose of the Palestinian 

elections that took place in 2011. Accordingly, ARIJ adopted these new borders in this report since it 

found that the newly adopted borders, to a certain extent, better suit the demographic, environmental 

and agricultural variables and facts on the ground. Also, ARIJ used these defined borders only for the 

sake of this research and study. It is worth noting that these borders do not represent the areas and 

borders of the private properties at the locality level and are not included in the PNA files of the 

private land holdings. 

 

Since 1997, Beita has been governed by a Municipal Council which is currently administered by  11 

members appointed by the Palestinian National Authority (PNA). There are also 30 employees 

working for the council, which owns its permanent headquarters.  Beita is included within the Joint 

Services Council South of Nablus (Beita Municipal Council, 2013). 

 

The Municipal Council owns one vehicle for the collection of solid waste in addition to a pick-up 

truck, a Bagger bulldozer, and water and electricity maintenance equipment. It is responsible for 

providing a number of services to the residents of Beita, including: 

 

 

¶ The establishment and maintenance of the drinking water and electricity networks 

¶ Waste collection, street cleaning and social services 

¶ Road rehabilitation, construction and paving  

¶ Organization of the processing and issuance of construction licenses 

¶ Provision of offices for governmental institutions 

¶ Protection of historical and archeological sites  

¶ Implementation of projects and studies for the town 

¶ Provision of the public markets 

¶ Provision of educational kindergartens 

 

(Beita Municipal Council, 2013) 

History  
 

The town of Beita was named after the Arabic word for ñhomeò, as it was a place of safety for 

travelers who travel from the North, South, and East of Palestine. The travelers would stay overnight 

and the residents would use this as an opportunity to participate in the community, by expressing 

their appreciation for the travelers and enjoying their arrival to the village (Beita Municipal Council, 

2013). The establishment of the assembly dates back to the Canaanite era (Beita Municipal Council, 

2013) (see photo 1). 
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Photo of Beita 

 
 

 

 

Religious and Archaeological Sites 
 

There are six mosques in the village: Abu Bakr Al -Siddiq Mosque, Umar ibn Al-Khattab Mosque, 

Uthman ibn Affan Mosque, Ali ibn Abi Talib Mosque, Umar ibn Abd al-Aziz Mosque, and Ubada 

ibn as Samit Mosque.  

 

There are also a number of archeological sites in the town, including two Khirbet Roman ruin 

houses, a castle dating back to the Bronze Age called óArma surrounded by 400-500 square meters of 

halls carved from rock. There are two historic prisons, most notably Khirbet Rogan, and the place of 

imprisonment of Shayeb in Khirbet óOlim. To the south of town there is an archaeological area 

called Al Balôa which is a cave and in the walls are some statues, which date back to the Roman 

Empire. In  addition there is the Abu Zakari shrine, which dates back to the Crusades (Beita 

Municipal Council, 2013). (See Map 2). 
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Map 2: Main locations in Beita town 

 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2014. 
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Population 
 

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the total population of Beita in 

2007 was 8,985, of whom 4,665 were male and 4,320 female. There were 1,576 households 

registered as living in 1,739  housing units.  

 

Age Groups and Gender 

 

The General Census of Population and Housing carried out by PCBS in 2007 showed the distribution 

of age groups in Beita as follows: 44.6% were less than 15 years of age, 52.3% were between 15 and 

64 years of age, and 3% were 65 years of age or older. Data also showed that the sex ratio of males 

to females in the town was 102:100, meaning that males and females constituted 51.9% and 48.1% 

of the population, respectively. 

 

Families 

 

Beita residents are from several families, including:  

 

¶ Doyakat Tribe: Consisting of Jabali family, Abo óAmer family, Salman family, Abo Sheikh 

family, Abo Khalil family, Jaber family, Saôada family, óEsawi family, Abo Hamad family, 

and Qotne family 

¶ Hamayel Tribe: Consisting of Seeam family, Hamdan family, and Bani Maflah family 

¶ Bani Shamsa Tribe: Consisting of Khader family, Daoad family, Balut family, óAdeley 

family, Jaghob, Abo Mazen family, Khalil family, and Theyab family 

¶ Khabayasa Tribe: Consisting of Farhat family, Aqtash family, and Asôad family 

¶ Badeer Tribe: Consisting of Issa family, Khadeer family, and óAraj family 

¶ Sharfa Family 

¶ Maôali Family 

¶ Maôla Family 

Immigration  

 

The field survey conducted by ARIJ staff shows that around 100 people have left the village since 

the Al Aqsa Intifada in 2000. 

Education 

 

According to the results of the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment Census in 2007, the 

illiteracy rate amongst the Beita population is approximately 6%; of whom 79.7% are females. Of 

the literate population, 14.3% could only read and write, with no formal education, 25.3% had 

elementary education, 29% had preparatory education, 16.4% had secondary education, and 8.9% 

completed higher education. Table 1 shows the educational level in the town of Beita by sex and 

educational attainment in 2007.  
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Table 1: Beita population (10 years and above) by sex and educational attainment 

S 

E 

x 

Illite -

rate 

Can 

read & 

write  

Element-

ary 

Preparat-

ory 

Second-

ary 

Associate 

Diploma 
Bachelor 

Higher 

Diploma 
Master 

 

PhD 
Un-

known 
Total 

M 76 459 825 951 557 86 244 2 31 6 0 3,237 
F 299 434 747 855 463 41 140 0 2 0 7 2,988 

T 375 893 1,572 1,806 1,020 127 384 2 33 6 7 6,225 
Source: PCBS, 2009. 

 

There are eight  public schools in the town run by the Palestinian Ministry of Higher Education and 

one private school (Directorate of Education in Nablus, 2012)(See Table 2).  

 
Table 2: Schools in Beita by name, stage, sex, and supervising authority (2011/2012) 

School Name Supervising 

Authority  

Sex 

Beita Boysô Secondary School Government Males 

Beita Boysô Elementary School Government Males 

Beita  Girlsô Secondary School  Government Females 

Beita  Co-educated Elementary School Government Mixed 

Beita  Girlsô Elementary School Government Females 

Bear Quza Co-educated Elementary School Government Mixed 

As Salam Boysô Elementary School Government Males 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Girlsô Secondary School Government Females 

Ajyal-Al Mustaqbal School Private Mixed 
Source: Directorate of Education in Nablus, 2012 

 

In the town there are 3,074 students, 168 teachers, and 106 classes. The average number of students 

per teacher in the school is nearly 18, whilst the average number of students per class is 

approximately 29 (Directorate of Education in Nablus, 2012). 

 

There are seven kindergartens in Beita, all of which are run by private organization (See Table 3 

below). 

 

Table 3: Kindergartens in Beita town by name and supervising authority 

Name of Kindergarten No. of Classes No. of Teachers Supervising Authority 

Al Huriya  Kindergarten 5 7 Private 

Al Manar Kindergarten 3 5 Private 

Baraôem Al Mostaqbal Kindergarten 5 6 Private 

Toyor Al Janah Kindergarten 3 3 Private 

Childrenôs Life Kindergarten 2 3 Private 

Beita Charity Association Kindergarten 2 3 Private 

Ajyal Kindergarten 3 4 Private 
Source: Directorate of Education in Nablus, 2012 

 

The educational sector in Beita town faces a number of obstacles, including: 

 

¶ The lack of adequate classrooms in the schools. 

¶ The need for rehabilitation and continuous maintenance for schools 

¶ The need for providing the schools with computer and scientific labs     

¶ The need for internet service in schools 
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(Beita Municipal Council, 2013) 

Health Status 
 

Beita has several health facilities available, including a governmental clinic, a governmental mother 

and child care center, and Al Hikmah health center which contains an X- ray center and medical tests 

laboratory.  In addition, there is a Zakat Committee clinic which includes a general physician clinic 

and an X- ray center. The village also has a private physicianôs clinic, a private dental clinic and 3 

private pharmacies (Beita Municipal Council, 2013).  

  

For health services not available in the town,  patients use The National Hospital in Nablus City (14 

km a way),  or the Aqraba health clinic (4km away) (Beita Municipal Council, 2013). 

   

The health sector in the town faces a number of obstacles and problems, principally: 

 

¶ The lack of an ambulance 

¶ The diabetes clinic is very far from the village 

¶ The need for maternal and children health care 

¶ The need for specialized clinics such as: an eye clinic, bone clinics, and an ear, nose and 

throat clinic 

(Beita Municipal Council, 2013): 

 

 

 

Economic Activities 
 

The economy in Beita is dependent mainly on the trade sector, which absorbs 30% of the townôs 

workforce (Beita Municipal Council, 2013) (See Figure 1).  

 

The results of a field survey conducted by the ARIJ team in 2013 for the distribution of labor by 

economic activity in Beita are as follows: 

 

¶ Trade sector (30%) 

¶ Government or other public employees sector (25%) 

¶ Israeli labor market (20%) 

¶ Industry (15%) 

¶ Agriculture sector (10%) 
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Figure 1: The distribution of labor force among main economic activities in Beita 

 
Source: Beita Municipal Council, 2013 

 

Beita has 200 markets, 1 bakery, 1 butcher, 4 fruit and vegetable stores, 19 service providers, 18 

different professional workshops, 1 quarry, 4 stone cutters, 5 oil presses, 3 stores for agricultural 

tools and 2 agricultural nurseries (Beita Municipal Council, 2013). 

 

In 2013, the unemployment rate in Beita reached 17% and the groups most affected economically by 

the Israeli restrictions were: 

 

¶ Industrial workers 

¶ Workers in the agriculture sector 

¶ Workers in the Israeli labor market 

¶ Workers in the trade sector (Beita Municipal Council, 2013) 

 

 

 Labor Force 

 

According to the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment Census of 2007,30.7% of Beitaôs 

labor force was economically active, of whom 81.7% were employed. Of the 69.2% who were not 

economically active, 55.2% were students and 34.7% were housekeepers (See Table 4). 

 
Table 4: Beita population (10 years of age and above) by sex and employment status 

S

e

x 

Economically active Non-economically active 

Not 

stated 
Total Employ-

ed 

Currently 

Unem-

ployed 

Un-

employed 

(never 

worked) 

Total 
Stud-

ent 

House-

keepin

g 

Una

ble 

to 

work 

Not 

working 

& not 

looking 

for work  

Others Total 

M 1,445 241 92 1,778 1,209 7 170 13 57 1,456 3 3,237 

F 118 9 6 133 1,170 1,489 160 7 24 2,850 5 2,988 

T 1,563 250 98 1,911 2,379 1,496 330 20 81 4,306 8 6,225 
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M: Male; F: Female; T: Total. 

Source: PCBS, 2009. 

Agricultural Sector  
 

Beita has a total area of approximately 17,495 dunums of which 15,014 dunums are arable land and 

1,032  dunums are registered as residential (See Table 5 and Map 3). 

 

Table 5: Land use and land cover in Beita town (area in dunums) 

Total 

Area 

 

Built up 

Area 

 

Agricultural  area 

(15,014) 
 

Inland 

water 

 

Forests 
Open 

Spaces 

Area of 

Industrial, 

Commercial & 

Transport Unit  

Area of 

Settlements, 

Military 

Bases & 

Wall Zone 

Permanent 

Crops 

Green-

houses 

Range-

lands 

Arable 

lands 

17,495 1,032 14,087 5 333 589 2 0 1,352 94 1 

Source: ARIJ ï GIS Unit, 2014. 

 

 

Map 3: Land use/land cover and the Segregation Wall in Beita town 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2014. 

 

As for the different types of rain-fed and irrigated open-cultivated vegetables in Beita, fruity 

vegetables  such as tomatoes and green beans, are the most widely cultivated, with nearly 6 dunums 

planted which are rain-fed, along with 5 dunums cultivated in greenhouses (Ministry of Agriculture-

Nablus, 2010). 

 
























