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Background

This repot is part of a series of booklets, which contain compiled information about each city, town, and
village in the Nablus Governorate. These booklets came as a result of a comprehensive study of all
localities in Nablus Governorate, which aims at depictingetloverall living conditions in the
governorate and presenting developmental plans to assist in developing the livelihood of the population
in the area. It was accomplished through th@ldge Profiles and Needs Assessment;” the project
funded by the Spasin Agency for International Coegation for Development (AECID).

The 'Village Profiles and Needs Assessment” was designed to study, investigate, analyze and document
the socieeconomic conditions and the needed programs and activities to mitigate thet ohihe
current unsecure political, economic and social conditioh&llusGovernorate.

The project's objectives are to survey, analyze, and document the available natural, human,
socioeconomic and environmental resources, and the existing limstatimhneeds assessment for the
development of the rural and marginalized aredsahlusGovernorate. In addition, the project aims at
preparing strategic developmental programs and activities to mitigate the impact of the current political,
social, and eenomic instability with the focus on the agricultural sector.

All locality profiles in Arabic and English are available onlinéntip://vprofile.arij.org



http://vprofile.arij.org/
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As SawiyaVillage Profile
Location and Physical Characteristics

As Sawiyais a Palestiniarvillage in Nablus Governoratelocated 15km south of Nabluscity. It is
bordered byralfit and Qaryutto the eastAl Lubban ashShargiyato the south Iskakaand Al Lubban
ashShargiyato thewest andYatmag QabalarandYasufto thenorth (ARIJ-GIS, 2014 (SeeMap 1)

Map 1: As Sawiyalocation and borders

Osarin,

_____

——— -

' /"" ““*“--5’2'5 o™

_Y-.gtl[mr— Vol X L’%
W o g

“ _Qabalan

L v Rechelim

a Israeli Outpost
Israeli Checkpoints
e Permanent Checkpoint
Earthmound

.~

e,

; X ] Roadblock
: Talfit 3. B Road Gate

| ) = === District Border

Israeli Bypass Road

Road Network
As Sawiya Village Boundary
Palestinian Built-up Area
Israeli Settlement
8 Israeli Military Base

» Qaryut Area A

A . Area B

Area C

As Sawiya

il |

Khirbet Sarra

\ Shilo Applied Research Institute - Jerusalem
\ ARILJ, 2013

‘r/ \ 0 05 1 GIS & RS Unit
- Km www.arij.org
\ \

Source:ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2014

Ma'ale Levona

As Sawiyais located at an altitude 6#0m above sea level wita mean annual rainfall #40mm. The
average annual temperaturel&C and the average annual humidity [goeoximately60% (ARIJ-GIS,
2014).

The total area oAs Sawiyavillage consists of approximatelyy 0 , dudwBns. This is according to the

new border®f the local bodies which were stipulated by the Palestinian Ministtypodl Government,
prepared by the Palestinian National Authority and represented by the Ministry of Local Government,
the Central Elections Commission, the Ministry of Planning dred Ralestinian Central Bureau of



Palestinian Localities Study Nablus Governorate

Statistics 2011. These governmental institutions redeveloped and altered the borders of the local bodies
for the purpose of the elections. ARIdopted these new borders in this project for the purposes of
research and styd The adopted borders, to a certain extent, suited the demographic variables and the
environmental and agricultural facts on the ground. These borders do not represent the space and the
borders of private property in the distraoid they ar@ot includedn the files of private land properties.

Since1996 As Sawiyahas been governed by\llage Councilwhich is currently administrated &
members appoirt by the PalestiniaNational Authority (PNA). Thereis additionally one employee
working in thecouncil. The village council has permanentheadquartersocated withinthe Suth
Services Council of Nablus. The Council does not have a vehicle to collect waste, butdms a
perfusion(As SawiyaVillage Council, 2013

It is the responsibility of # Village Councilto provide a number of services to the residentdof
Sawiyg including(As SawiyaVillage Council, 201R

The establishment anthaintenancef the drinking water network
The establishment and maintenance of the electricity network.
Collect waste and clean streets.

Public services.

Road rehabilitation, construction and paving.

Implementation of projects and studies for the village.
Provision of educational kindergartens.

= =4 =4 -8 -8 -9 -9

History

The village is named As Sawiya because ofatationin the middle ofPalestineThe current village
was establishednce the time of the Turkdnhabitantsof the village ofAs Sawiyaare originallyfrom
Jericho and Jerusalefs SawiyaVillage Council, 2013

Photo of As Sawiya
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Religious and Archaeobgical Sites

Therearetwo mosqus in the village; As Sawiyamosqueand As Sahabahmosque. There are also
number ofarcheological sites in the village, includiigarket water spring, Al Omari mosque, Ad
Darajah Khirbet, KamoniyaKhirbet and As Sawiy&Khirbet (As SawiyaVillage Council, 2013 (See
Map 2)

Map 2: Main locations in As SawiyaVillage
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Population

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the total populafisnSafwiyain
2007was 2,356, of whom 1,209 were maleand 1,147 femak. Therewere additionally383 households
registered abving in 478housing units.

Age Groups and Gender

The General Census of Population and Housing carried oBRCGBSin 2007 showed the distributiaf
age groups iMs Sawiyais as follows43.3%6 wereless than 15 yearsf age 52.68%6 werebetween 15
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and64 yearf age and4.1% were65 yearsf age orolder. Data dditionally showed that theexratio
of males to fenales in thevillage is 105.4100, meaning that malesand femalesonstitute51.3% and
48.7%% of the populationrespectively

Families

As Sawiyaresidents arérom several families, includinghmad Al -Khatib, Saleh Ad-Dik, Khalil and
othes (As SawiyaVillage Council, 201R

Immigration

The field survey conductebly ARIJ staff showed that approximatedypersonshave left the village
sincethe Al-Agsa Intifada in 200QAs SawiyaVillage Council, 2013

Education

According to the results of the PCBS Population, Housing and Establisaesu2007, theilliteracy
rate amongAs Sawiyapopulationis approximately8%, of whom 83.3% are femalesOf the literate
population 9.9% could onlyread and writewith no formal educatiar20.1% had elementargducation
28.26 had preparatory edudamn, 21.4£%6 had secondary educatiomnd 12.3% completed higher
education Table 1 shows the educational level in thédlage of As Sawiyaby sex and educational
attainment in 2007.

Table 1: As Sawiyapopulation (10 years and above) by sex and educatiorattainment

Can

S . . .

E lllite - read & Element | Preparat- | Second A§300|ate Bachelor H!gher Master | PhD Un- Total
" rate wiite ary ory ary Diploma Diploma known

M 22 81 167 232 205 48 85 5 4 0 1 850
Fl 112 84 169 238 152 24 38 0 2 0 0 819
T ] 134 165 336 470 357 72 123 5 6 0 1 1669

Source PCBS, 2009

There arghreepublic schools in the village, all of which are run by the Palestinian Ministry of Higher
Education(Directorate of Education in Nablus, 201¢SeeTable 2).

Table 2: Schools inAs Sawiyaby name,stage, sex, and supervising authority20112012

School Name Supervising Authority Sex
As SawiyaGirls Secondary School Government Female
As Sawiyd Al LubbanCo-educated SecondaBchool Government Mixed
As SawiyaCo-educatedElementarySchool Govenment Mixed

Source Directorate of Education iNablus 2012

In thevillage there arel,030students60 teachers, an86 classesThe average number of students per
teacher in the school is neady, whilst the average number of students per claappsoximately29
(Directorate of Education iNablus 2012).
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There are two kindergartens s Sawiyavillage, both of which are run by private organizations
(Directorate of Education in Nablus, 2Q01¢SeeTable 3).

Table 3: Kindergartens in As Sawiyavillage by name and supervising authority

Name of Kindergarten No. of Classes| No. of Teachers| Supervising Authority
An NourKindergarten 3 3 Private
Al AnoarAs ShagahKindergarten 3 4 Private
Source: Directorate of Education iNablus 2012

Someschoolshave beemxposed to harassmefdr exampleAs SawiyaGirls Secondary Schabdls st or €
was burned by settle(és SawiyaVillage Council,2013).

In the absence of an educational stagethe village such as thesecondary levelindustrial and
commercial),studentsheadto schoolan NablusCity (18km away) or to Qabalanschools (5km away)
(As SawiyaVillage Council,2013).

The education sector iAs Sawiyavillage faces a number obbstaclesincluding (As SawiyaVillage
Council, 2013:

A Lack of classrooms andvercrowdingin currentclassooms
A Location of shoolsfar from thevillage center

Health Status

As Sawiya has a governmental health clinica governmentun mother and child care centex

governmentun general physician clinjcaclinic run by Medical Relief and one private pharmaadn

the absence of required health services amnirergencigspatients are transferred bealth centers and
governmental hospitals iMablus City(18km away (As SawiyaVillage Council, 2013

The health sector in theillage faces a number ofobstacles and problemprincipally (As Sawiya
Village Council, 201}

1 The lack of an ambulance.

1 Thelack ofaradiology center.
1 Thelack of specialized doctars

Economic Activities

The economy irAs Sawya is dependent mainly on thHsraeli labor markewhich absorb$0% of the
villaged s w0 r AsfSawmiyavidagd Council, 2018 (See Figure 1).
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The results of a field survey conducted by the Al team in2013for the distribution of labor by
ecoromic activity inAs Sawiyaare as follows:

1 Israeli labor market5(0%)

1 Government or other employees sec8%%)
1 Services Sectorl (%)

1 Agriculture sectorg%)

Figure 1: The distribution of labor force among main economic activites inAs Sawiya

Agriculture

5%
Services Employment

10% Sector
35%

Israeli labor
market
50%

Source: As SawiyaVillage Council, 2013

As Sawiya has 7 grocerie$, bakery, 1 butchery, 1 fruit and vegetable storgrdfessionalindustry
store 5 different professional workshopsd1 storefor agricultural tools(As SawiyaVillage Council,
2013.

In 2013 the unemployment rate s Sawiyareached20% andthe group mostaffectedeconomically
by Israeli restrictionsre as followgAs SawiyaVillage Council, 201R

A grculture sector.
Alsraeli labor market
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Labor Force

According to the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment C@080s32.1% of As Sawiy® s
labor force vas economically activeof whom 78.7%6 were employed67.% were noteconomicaly
active,56.1% were studentsgnd31.6% were houskeepers (Se€able 4).

Table 4. As Sawiyapopulation (10 yearsof ageand above) by sex and employment status

M 371 65 33 469 326 0 43 8 4 381 0 850
F 51 5 11 67 310 358 70 0 14 752 0 819
T 422 70 44 536 636 358 113 8 18 1,133 0 1669

M: Male; F: Female; T: Total.
Source PCBS, 2009

Agricultural Sector

As Sawiyahas a total area @fpproximatelyl0,733 dunums of whictv,447ar e &6 ar ab28@ 6 |
dunums are regi st efabeBlandMap3pr esi denti al 6 ( See

Table 5: Land use and land cover inAs Sawiyavillage (area in dunum)

10,733 | 286 6,079 1 365 1,002 0 0 1,056 16 1,928

Source:ARIJT GIS Unit, 2014
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Map 3: Land use/land cover and Segregation Wall iAs SawiyaVillage

Source:ARIJ - GIS Unit,2014
Table6 shows the different types of rafad and irrigated opeaultivated vegetalels inAs Sawiya The
most commonly cultivated crops within this areatarmatoesandcucumbes. (Ministry of Agriculture
Nablus, 201D

Table 6: Total area of rain-fed and irrigated open cultivated vegetables ils Sawiya(area in dunums)

Fruity Leally Green legumes Bulbs Oy Total Area
vegetabks vegetables vegetables
Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr. Rf. Irr.
11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 0

Rf.: Rainfed; Irr.: Irrigated.
Source Ministry of AgricultureNablus 2010

Table 7 shows the diffenat types offruit trees planted in the areAs Sawiyais famousfor olive
cultivationandthereareapproximately3,100dunumsof landplanted witholive treesin thevillage.






























