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Background 
 

 

 

This report is part of a series of booklets, which contain compiled information about each city, town, and 

village in the Nablus Governorate. These booklets came as a result of a comprehensive study of all 

localities in Nablus Governorate, which aims at depicting the overall living conditions in the 

governorate and presenting developmental plans to assist in developing the livelihood of the population 

in the area. It was accomplished through the "Village Profiles and Needs Assessment;" the project 

funded by the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID). 

 

The "Village Profiles and Needs Assessment" was designed to study, investigate, analyze and document 

the socio-economic conditions and the needed programs and activities to mitigate the impact of the 

current unsecure political, economic and social conditions in Nablus Governorate.  

 

The project's objectives are to survey, analyze, and document the available natural, human, 

socioeconomic and environmental resources, and the existing limitations and needs assessment for the 

development of the rural and marginalized areas in Nablus Governorate. In addition, the project aims at 

preparing strategic developmental programs and activities to mitigate the impact of the current political, 

social, and economic instability with the focus on the agricultural sector. 

 

All locality profiles in Arabic and English are available online at http://vprofile.arij.org.  
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As Sawiya Village Profile 

Location and Physical Characteristics 
 

As Sawiya is a Palestinian village in Nablus Governorate located 15km south of Nablus city. It is 

bordered by Talfit and Qaryut to the east, Al Lubban ash Sharqiya to the south, Iskaka and Al Lubban 

ash Sharqiya to the west, and Yatma, Qabalan and Yasuf to the north. (ARIJ-GIS, 2014) (See Map 1). 

  

Map 1: As Sawiya location and borders 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2014 

 

As Sawiya is located at an altitude of 640m above sea level with a mean annual rainfall of 540mm. The 

average annual temperature is 18
o
C and the average annual humidity is approximately 60% (ARIJ-GIS, 

2014). 

 

The total area of As Sawiya village consists of approximately 10,733 dunums. This is according to the 

new borders of the local bodies which were stipulated by the Palestinian Ministry of Local Government, 

prepared by the Palestinian National Authority and represented by the Ministry of Local Government, 

the Central Elections Commission, the Ministry of Planning and the Palestinian Central Bureau of 
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Statistics 2011. These governmental institutions redeveloped and altered the borders of the local bodies 

for the purpose of the elections. ARIJ adopted these new borders in this project for the purposes of 

research and study. The adopted borders, to a certain extent, suited the demographic variables and the 

environmental and agricultural facts on the ground. These borders do not represent the space and the 

borders of private property in the district and they are not included in the files of private land properties.  

 

Since 1996, As Sawiya has been governed by a Village Council which is currently administrated by 9 

members appointed by the Palestinian National Authority (PNA). There is additionally one employee 

working in the council. The village council has a permanent headquarters located within the South 

Services Council of Nablus. The Council does not have a vehicle to collect waste, but has a tank 

perfusion (As Sawiya Village Council, 2013). 

 

It is the responsibility of the Village Council to provide a number of services to the residents of As 

Sawiya, including (As Sawiya Village Council, 2013): 

 

¶ The establishment and maintenance of the drinking water network.  

¶ The establishment and maintenance of the electricity network. 

¶ Collect waste and clean streets. 

¶ Public services. 

¶ Road rehabilitation, construction and paving.  

¶ Implementation of projects and studies for the village. 

¶ Provision of educational kindergartens. 

 

History  
 

The village is named As Sawiya because of its location in the middle of Palestine. The current village 

was established since the time of the Turks. Inhabitants of the village of As Sawiya are originally from 

Jericho and Jerusalem (As Sawiya Village Council, 2013).  

 

Photo of As Sawiya 
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Religious and Archaeological Sites 
 

There are two mosques in the village; As Sawiya mosque and As Sahabah mosque. There are also a 

number of archeological sites in the village, including Barket water spring, Al Omari mosque, Ad 

Darajah  Khirbet, Kamoniya Khirbet and As Sawiya Khirbet  (As Sawiya Village Council, 2013) (See 

Map 2). 

 

Map 2: Main locations in As Sawiya Village 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2014. 

Population 
 

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the total population of As Sawiya in 

2007 was 2,356; of whom 1,209 were male and 1,147 female. There were additionally 383 households 

registered as living in 478 housing units.  

 

Age Groups and Gender 

 

The General Census of Population and Housing carried out by PCBS in 2007 showed the distribution of 

age groups in As Sawiya is as follows: 43.3% were less than 15 years of age, 52.6% were between 15 
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and 64 years of age, and 4.1% were 65 years of age or older. Data additionally showed that the sex ratio 

of males to females in the village is 105.4:100; meaning that males and females constitute 51.3% and 

48.7% of the population, respectively. 

 

Families 

 

As Sawiya residents are from several families, including Ahmad, Al -Khatib, Saleh, Ad-Dik, Khalil and 

others (As Sawiya Village Council, 2013).  

 

Immigration  

 

The field survey conducted by ARIJ staff showed that approximately 6 persons have left the village 

since the Al -Aqsa Intifada in 2000 (As Sawiya Village Council, 2013). 

 

Education 
 

According to the results of the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment Census 2007, the illiteracy 

rate among As Sawiya population is approximately 8%, of whom 83.5% are females. Of the literate 

population, 9.9% could only read and write, with no formal education, 20.1% had elementary education, 

28.2% had preparatory education, 21.4% had secondary education, and 12.3% completed higher 

education. Table 1 shows the educational level in the village of As Sawiya by sex and educational 

attainment in 2007.  

 
Table 1: As Sawiya population (10 years and above) by sex and educational attainment 

S 

E 

x 

Illite -

rate 

Can 

read & 

write  

Element-

ary 

Preparat-

ory 

Second-

ary 

Associate 

Diploma 
Bachelor 

Higher 

Diploma 
Master 

 

PhD 
Un-

known 
Total 

M 22 81 167 232 205 48 85 5 4 0 1 850 
F 112 84 169 238 152 24 38 0 2 0 0 819 
T 134 165 336 470 357 72 123 5 6 0 1 1669 
Source: PCBS, 2009. 

 

There are three public schools in the village, all of which are run by the Palestinian Ministry of Higher 

Education (Directorate of Education in Nablus, 2012). (See Table 2).  

 
Table 2: Schools in As Sawiya by name, stage, sex, and supervising authority (2011/2012) 

School Name Supervising Authority Sex 

As Sawiya Girls Secondary School Government Female 

As Sawiya/ Al Lubban Co-educated  Secondary School Government Mixed 

As Sawiya Co-educated  Elementary School Government Mixed 

Source: Directorate of Education in Nablus, 2012 

 

In the village there are 1,030 students, 60 teachers, and 36 classes. The average number of students per 

teacher in the school is nearly 17, whilst the average number of students per class is approximately 29 

(Directorate of Education in Nablus, 2012). 
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There are two kindergartens in As Sawiya village, both of which are run by private organizations 

(Directorate of Education in Nablus, 2012). (See Table 3). 

 

Table 3: Kindergartens in As Sawiya village by name and supervising authority 

Name of Kindergarten No. of Classes No. of Teachers Supervising Authority 

 An Nour Kindergarten  3 3 Private 

 Al  Anoar As Sharqah Kindergarten  3 4 Private 
Source: Directorate of Education in Nablus, 2012 

 

Some schools have been exposed to harassment, for example, As Sawiya Girls Secondary Schoolôs store 

was burned by settlers (As Sawiya Village Council, 2013).  

 

In the absence of an educational stage in the village such as the secondary level (industrial and 

commercial), students head to schools in Nablus City (18km away), or to Qabalan schools (5km away) 

(As Sawiya Village Council, 2013). 

 

The education sector in As Sawiya village faces a number of obstacles, including (As Sawiya Village 

Council, 2013): 

 

Å Lack of classrooms and overcrowding in current classrooms.  

Å Location of schools far from the village center. 

 

Health Status 
 

As Sawiya has a governmental health clinic, a government-run mother and child care center, a 

government-run general physician clinic, a clinic run by Medical Relief, and one private pharmacy. In 

the absence of required health services or in emergencies, patients are transferred to health centers and 

governmental hospitals in Nablus City (18km away) (As Sawiya Village Council, 2013).  

  

 

The health sector in the village faces a number of obstacles and problems, principally (As Sawiya 

Village Council, 2013): 

 

¶ The lack of an ambulance. 

¶ The lack of a radiology center.  

¶ The lack of specialized doctors. 

 

Economic Activities 
 

The economy in As Sawiya is dependent mainly on the Israeli labor market which absorbs 50% of the 

villageôs workforce (As Sawiya Village Council, 2013) (See Figure 1).  
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The results of a field survey conducted by the ARIJ field team in 2013 for the distribution of labor by 

economic activity in As Sawiya are as follows: 

 

¶ Israeli labor market (50%) 

¶ Government or other employees sector (35%) 

¶ Services Sector (10%) 

¶ Agriculture sector (5%) 

 

Figure 1: The distribution of labor force among main economic activities in As Sawiya 

 
Source: As Sawiya Village Council, 2013 

 

 

As Sawiya has 7 groceries, 1 bakery, 1 butchery, 1 fruit and vegetable store, 1 professional industry 

store, 5 different professional workshops and 1 store for agricultural tools  (As Sawiya Village Council, 

2013). 

 

In 2013, the unemployment rate in As Sawiya reached 20% and the group most affected economically 

by Israeli restrictions are as follows (As Sawiya Village Council, 2013): 

 

Å Agriculture sector.  

Å Israeli labor market. 
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 Labor Force 

 

According to the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment Census 2007, 32.1% of As Sawiyaôs 

labor force was economically active, of whom 78.7% were employed, 67.9% were not economically 

active, 56.1% were students, and 31.6% were housekeepers (See Table 4). 

 
Table 4: As Sawiya population (10 years of age and above) by sex and employment status 

S

e

x 

Economically active Non-economically active 

Not stated Total Employ-

ed 

Currently 

Unem-

ployed 

Un-

employed 

(never 

worked) 

Total 
Stud-

ent 

House-

keeping 

Unable 

to work 

Not 

working 

& not 

looking 

for work  

Others Total 

M 371 65 33 469 326 0 43 8 4 381 0 850 

F 51 5 11 67 310 358 70 0 14 752 0 819 

T 422 70 44 536 636 358 113 8 18 1,133 0 1669 
M: Male; F: Female; T: Total. 

Source: PCBS, 2009. 

 

 

 

Agricultural Sector 
 

As Sawiya has a total area of approximately 10,733 dunums of which 7,447 are óarableô land and 286 

dunums are registered as óresidentialô (See Table 5 and Map 3). 

 

Table 5: Land use and land cover in As Sawiya village (area in dunum) 

Total 

Area 

 

Buil t 

up 

Area 

 

Agricultural  area 

(7,447) 
 

Inland 

water 

 

Forests 
Open 

Spaces 

Area of 

Industrial, 

Commercial & 

Transport Unit  

Area of 

Settlements, 

Military 

Bases & 

Wall Zone 

Permanent 

Crops 

Green-

houses 

Range-

lands 

Arable 

lands 

10,733 286 6,079 1 365 1,002 0 0 1,056 16 1,928 

Source: ARIJ ï GIS Unit, 2014. 
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Map 3: Land use/land cover and Segregation Wall in As Sawiya Village 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2014. 

 

Table 6 shows the different types of rain-fed and irrigated open-cultivated vegetables in As Sawiya. The 

most commonly cultivated crops within this area are tomatoes and cucumbers. (Ministry of Agriculture-

Nablus, 2010). 

 
Table 6: Total area of rain-fed and irrigated open cultivated vegetables in As Sawiya (area in dunums) 

Fruity 

vegetables 

Leafy 

vegetables 
Green legumes Bulbs 

Other 

vegetables 
Total Area 

Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  Rf. Irr.  

11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 0 
Rf.: Rain-fed; Irr.: Irrigated. 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture-Nablus, 2010 

 

Table 7 shows the different types of fruit trees planted in the area. As Sawiya is famous for olive 

cultivation and there are approximately 3,100 dunums of land planted with olive trees in the village. 

 

 

 

 




















