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Background 
 

This report is part of a series of booklets, which contain compiled information about each city, village, 

and town in the Jerusalem Governorate. These booklets came as a result of a comprehensive study of all 

localities in Jerusalem Governorate, which aims at depicting the overall living conditions in the 

governorate and presenting developmental plans to assist in developing the livelihood of the population 

in the area. It was accomplished through the "Village Profiles and Needs Assessment;" the project 

funded by the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID). 

 

The project's objectives are to survey, analyze, and document the available natural, human, 

socioeconomic and environmental resources, and the existing limitations and needs assessment for the 

development of the rural and marginalized areas in the Jerusalem Governorate. In addition, the project 

aims at preparing strategic developmental programs and activities to mitigate the impact of the current 

political, social, and economic instability with special emphasize on agriculture, environment and water.  

 

All locality profiles in Arabic and English are available online at http://vprofile.arij.org.    
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Qatanna Town Profile 
 

Location and Physical Characteristics 
 

Qatanna is a Palestinian town in Jerusalem Governorate located (horizontally) 12.4km north-west of 

Jerusalem City. Qatanna is bordered by Biddu town and Al Qubeiba village to the east, Beit 'Anan to the 

north, Kharayib Umm al Lahim to the west, and Al 'Annab village (the Green Line) to the south (ARIJ-

GIS Unit, 2012) (See map 1). 

 

Map 1: Qatanna location and borders 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2012. 

 

Qatanna is located at an altitude of 671m below sea level with a mean annual rainfall of 605.8mm. The 

average annual temperature is 16 
o
C and the average annual humidity is approximately 61% (ARIJ-GIS 

Unit, 2012). 

 

Since 1997, Qatanna has been governed by a local council, which is currently administrated by 11 

members appointed by the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) in addition to 13 permanent 
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employees. The local council owns a permanent headquarters and a vehicle for the collection of solid 

waste. It also possesses a pick-up car and a tractor to serve a number of the communityôs needs in 

addition to water maintenance devices (Qatanna Local Council, 2010). 

 

It is the responsibility of the local council to provide a number of services to the residents of Qatanna, 

including (Qatanna Local Council, 2010): 

 

1. Establishing and maintaining the water network.  

2. Solid waste collection, road construction, pavement and rehabilitation, street cleaning, and social 

development services. 

3. Providing an ambulance. 

4. Implementing projects and case studies for the town. 

 

History  
 

Qatanna is believed to be an ancient city, Kefira, mentioned in the Old Testament. History books and 

archeological maps still use that name (Qatanna Local Council, 2010). The Franks called Qatanna 

óAthakanaô (Qatanna Local Council, 2010).  

 

However, there is no agreement regarding the origin of the name óQatannaô; some believe it is of Roman 

origin, and some that it derives from the Arabic word óqatanaô (ówe residedô). According to some 

townspeople, when the oldest man of the tribe reached the area he said óqatannaô and therefore the town 

was called Qatanna (Qatanna Local Council, 2010).  

 

The town was established in 1931; its residents are descended from Al Huseiniyeen and migrated from 

the Arabian peninsula to the Valley of Moses and then to Qatanna (Qatanna Local Council, 2010) (See 

photo below for Qatanna town). 
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Photo 1: General landscape of Qatanna 

 
 

Religious and Archaeological Sites 
 

There are four mosques in the town, Abu Thorr al Ghaffari, Hamza ben Abd al Muttalib, Al Farooq and 

'Amro ben al 'Aass Mosques. The town has several ruins of archaeological interest: Khirbet al Buweirah, 

Khirbet al Kafirah, Khirbet Rafidiya and Khirbet Umm al Lahim (Qatanna Local Council, 2010) (See 

Map 2). 
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Map 2: Main locations in Qatanna Town 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2012 

 

Population 
 

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the total population of Qatanna in 

2007 was 5,823, of whom 2,923 were male and 2,900 female. There were 1,069 households living in 

1,157 housing units.  

 

Age Groups and Gender 
 

The General Census of Population and Housing carried out by PCBS in 2007 showed the distribution of 

age groups in Qatanna was as follows: 42.5% were less than 15 years old, 51.7% aged 15 - 64, and 2.3% 

aged 65 or older. Data additionally showed that the sex ratio of males to females in the town was 

100.8:100, meaning that males and females constituted 50.2% and 49.8% of the population respectively. 

 
































