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Background 
 

 

This report is part of a series of booklets, which contain compiled information about each city, village, 

and town in the Jerusalem Governorate. These booklets came as a result of a comprehensive study of all 

localities in Jerusalem Governorate, which aims at depicting the overall living conditions in the 

governorate and presenting developmental plans to assist in developing the livelihood of the population 

in the area. It was accomplished through the "Village Profiles and Needs Assessment;" the project 

funded by the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID). 

 

The project's objectives are to survey, analyze, and document the available natural, human, 

socioeconomic and environmental resources, and the existing limitations and needs assessment for the 

development of the rural and marginalized areas in the Jerusalem Governorate. In addition, the project 

aims at preparing strategic developmental programs and activities to mitigate the impact of the current 

political, social, and economic instability with special emphasize on agriculture, environment and water.  

 

All locality profiles in Arabic and English are available online at http://vprofile.arij.org.    
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 'A nata Town Profile 
 

Location and Physical Characteristics 
 

'Anata is a Palestinian town located in Jerusalem Governorate and about 9.8 km (horizontally) north of 

Jerusalem City. 'Anata is bordered by Al Kaôabnahôs lands (a Bedouins community) and An Nabi Musa 

locality to the east, Hizma town to the north, Shuôfat to the west, and Al Isawiya to the south (ARIJ-GIS 

Unit, 2012) (See map 1). 

 

Map 1: 'A nata location and borders 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2012. 

 

'Anata is located at an altitude of 673 m above sea level with a mean annual rainfall of 341.4 mm. The 

average annual temperature is 23 
o
C and the average annual humidity is approximately 48% (ARIJ-GIS 

Unit, 2012). 

 

Since 1995, 'Anata has been governed by a local council, which is currently administrated by 9 members 

appointed by the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) in addition to 14 permanent employees. The 
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Local Council owns a permanent headquarters, a vehicle for the collection of solid waste, and a pick-up 

truck to serve the communityôs needs ('Anata Local Council, 2011). 

 

The local council is responsible for providing a number of services to the residents of 'Anata, including: 

 

1. Establishing and maintaining the water network.  

2. Solid waste collection, road construction, pavement and rehabilitation, street cleaning and social 

development services. 

3. Organizing construction and licensing processes. 

4. Providing offices for governmental services. 

5. Protection of government properties. 

6. Protection of historic and archaeological sites. 

7. Carrying out proposals and studies for the town. 

8. Establishing a sanitation network. 

 

History  
 

'Anata is believed to be the biblical Anatoth, the birthplace of Jeremiah (Robinson, 2005). Some of 

'Anataôs residents came from Khirbet Almit, and others are said to be descendents of Sheikh Ahmed    

ar-Rifai, founder of a Sufi order in Iraq ('Anata Local Council, 2011). 

 

'Anata town was considered a link between the eastern and western parts of the Jordan River. It was one 

of the villages destroyed by Ibrahim Pasha in 1832 in his fight against the Ottomans. During the 

Crusades, the Muslim leader Saladin situated his administration in the town before moving towards 

Jerusalem (ARIJ, 2004) (photo 1). 

 

Photo 1: Residential area of 'Anata town 
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Religious and Archaeological Sites 
 

There are seven mosques in the town, Masjed al Balda ar Raôesi, Khalid Bin al Walid Mosque, At 

Tawheed Mosque, Ar Rahma Mosque, Bilal Bin Rabah Mosque, Ash Shuhadaô Mosque, and Ummahat 

el Moômeneen Mosque. The town has several sites of archaeological interest: Ash Sheikh Abdul Salam 

ar Rifai Shrine, Fara Spring, al Fuwwar spring, and Rawabi spring ('Anata Local Council, 2011) (See 

Map 2). 

 

Map 2: Main locations in 'Anata Town 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2012. 
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Population 
 

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the total population of 'Anata in 2007 

was 10,864; of whom 5,492 were male and 5,372 female. There were 2,168 households living in 2,650 

housing units.  

 

Age Groups and Gender 
 

The General Census of Population and Housing carried out by PCBS in 2007 showed the distribution of 

age groups in 'Anata was as follows: 35% were less than 15 years old, 43.5% between 15 - 64, and 1.8% 

aged 65 or older. Data additionally showed that the sex ratio of males to females in the town was 

102.2:100, meaning that males and females constituted 50.6% and 49.4% of the population respectively. 

 

Families 
 

'Anata residents are from several families, mainly the Alayyan, Hilwah, Hamdan, Salamah, Ibrahim, 

Abu Haneiyeh, Abdullatif, Kiswani, Musa, and Shiha families ('Anata Local Council, 2011).  

 

Education 
 

According to the results of the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment Census (2007), the 

illiteracy rate among 'Anata population was approximately 4.6%, of whom 74.7% were females. Of the 

literate population, 14.5% could only read and write with no formal education, 26.5% had elementary 

education, 29.7% had preparatory education, 14.5% had secondary education, and 9.7% completed 

higher education. Table 1 shows the educational level in the town by sex and educational attainment 

(2007).  

 

Table 1: 'Anata population (10 years and above) by sex and educational attainment, 2007 

S 

E 

x 

Illite -

rate 

Can 

read 

& 

write 

Elem-

entary 

Prepa-

ratory  

Second-

ary 

Associate 

Diploma 

Bach-

elor 

Higher 

Diploma 
Master PhD 

Un-

known 
Total 

M 70 455 869 886 458 91 168 8 25 8 14 3,052 

F 207 427 739 917 419 116 163 4 7 1 15 3,015 

T 277 882 1,608 1,803 877 207 331 12 32 9 29 6,067 

Source: PCBS, 2009. Population, Housing and Establishment Census-2007, Final Results 

 

There are five public and six private schools in the town run by the Palestinian Ministry of Education 

and Higher Education (MoEHE) (Directorate of Education-Jerusalem, 2011). 
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Table 2: The Schools in 'Anata by name, stage, sex, and supervising authority in the scholastic 

year 2010/2011 

School Name 
Supervising 

Authority  
Sex 

Shams Al Maôaref School Private Mixed 

Shirin Elemantry School Private Mixed 

Al Mawakeb American International School Private Mixed 

Sawa Erbina School Private Mixed 

Anata Secondary Boys School Government Males 

Anata Secondary Girls School Government Females 

Salah al Deil Al Ayyouvi Elementary School Government Males 

Anata Elementary Girls School Government Females 

Anata Elementary Boys School Government Males 

Al Manar Elementary School Private Mixed 

Nour Al Huda Elementary School Private Mixed 
Source: Directorate of Education ï Jerusalem, 2011. 

 

There are 3,326 students, 192 teachers and 126 classes, and the average number of students per teacher 

in the school is 17.3, whilst the average number of students per class is approximately 26 (Directorate of 

Education-Jerusalem, 2011). 

 

There are 6 kindergartens run by private bodies, with the total number of children reaching 544 in 2011. 

Table 3 shows these kindergartens according to their names and supervising authority. 

 

Table 3: The Kindergartens in 'Anata by name and supervising authority 

Kindergarten Name No. of Children 
Supervising 

Authority  

Atfal al Manar Kindergarten 95 Private 

Nour al Huda al Maqdisiya Kindergarten 177 Private 

Al Mawakeb American Kindergarten 67 Private 

Sawa Erbina Kindergarten 57 Private 

Shams al Maôaref Kindergarten 67 Private 

Shireen Kindergarten  81 Private 
Source: Directorate of Education ï Jerusalem, 2011. 

 

Schools in 'Anata have been subjected to some Israeli harassment. For example, Israeli Occupation 

Forces (IOF) broke into 'Anata Secondary Boys and 'Anata Secondary Girls schools, in addition to 

detaining some students from 'Anata Secondary Boys School.    

 

The education sector in 'Anata faces some problems and obstacles, mainly: 

 

1. Poor infrastructure of schools. 

2. Lack of industrial and vocational schools 

3. Lack of well-qualified teachers 

4. Lack of other non-academic specializations.  
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Health Status 
 

There are many health centers available in 'Anata town: a governmental health center, two private health 

centers, 3 private general clinics, 7 dental clinics, a dermatology clinic, 2 gynecology clinics, a 

governmental medical laboratory, a motherhood and childcare center, and three pharmacies. In case of 

emergencies or absence of any required health services, patients are sent to health centers in Dahiyat al 

Salam which is located approximately 2km away from the town, or to Al Makassed Islamic Charitable 

Society Hospital in Jerusalem (6 km away), the Palestinian Medical Complex in Ramallah (14 km 

away), or Jericho Governmental Hospital (20 km away) ('Anata Local Council, 2011). 

 

The health sector in the town faces several obstacles and problems, including: 

 

1. There are no hospitals. 

2. Lack of well-qualified specialized physicians. 

3. There are no emergency services or ambulances. 

 

Economic Activities  
 

The economy in 'Anata is dependent on several economic sectors, mainly the trade labor market, which 

absorbs approximately 28% of the townôs workforce ('Anata Local Council, 2011). 

  

A field survey conducted by ARIJ in 2011 showed that the distribution of labor forces by economic 

activity in 'Anata is as follows (See Figure 1): 

 

¶ Trade sector (28%) 

¶ Industry (20%) 

¶ Israeli labor market (20%) 

¶ Government or Private Employees Sector (14%) 

¶ Services (14%) 

¶ Agriculture Sector (4%) 
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Figure 1: Economic activity in 'Anata town 

 
Source: 'Anata Local Council, 2011 

 

In terms of commercial, economic and industrial activities and establishments in 'Anata town, there are a 

stone and marble manufacturing factory, a metalworking factory, 30 grocery shops, 9 fruit and vegetable 

shops, 4 bakeries, 11 butcheries, 33 different professional workshops (carpentry, blacksmith, etc.), 41 

different services stores, 11 stone quarries, 2 stores for agricultural equipments, an agricultural nursery, 

and 4 confectionaries and nut-roasting shops ('Anata Local Council, 2011).  

 

The unemployment rate in 'Anata reached around 40% in 2011 ('Anata Local Council, 2011), and it was 

found that the social groups most affected in the town as a result of Israeli restrictions and procedures 

were as follows: 

 

¶ Workers in the Israeli labor market. 

¶ Workers in agriculture. 

¶ Merchants and traders. 

¶ Industrial workers. 

¶ Workers in services.  

  

 Labor Force  
 

According to the PCBS Population, Housing and Establishment Census (2007), 34% of the 'Anata labor 

force were economically active, of whom 91.2% were employed, and 65% were not economically 

active, of whom 49.7% were students and 41.1% were housekeepers (See table 4). 
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Table 4: 'Anata population (10 years and above) by sex and employment status 

S 

E 

X 

Economically Active Not Economically Active 

Un-

known 
Total Emp-

loyed 

Currently 

Unemp-

loyed 

Unemp-

loyed 

(Never 

worked) 

Total 
Stud-

ents 

House- 

keeping 

Unable 

to work 

Not 

working & 

Not looking 

for work  

Other Total 

M 1,687 114 45 1,846 940 5 149 34 45 1,173 33 3,052 

F 196 9 13 218 1,021 1,617 114 7 14 2,773 24 3,015 

T 1,883 123 58 2,064 1,961 1,622 263 41 59 3,946 57 6,067 

Source: PCBS, March 2009. Population, Housing and Establishment Census (2007), Final Results 

 

Agricultural Sector  
 

'Anata has a total area of around 24,027 dunums, of which 1,340 dunums are considered arable land, and 

1,210 residential (See Table 5 and Map 3). 

 

Table 5: Land use and land cover in 'Anat a town in 2010 (area in dunum) 

Total 

Area 

  

Built -

up 

Area 

Agricultural  area  

(1,340 dunums) 
  

Inland 

water 

  

Forests 
Open 

Space 

Area of 

Industrial, 

Commercial & 

Transport Unit  

Area of 

Settlements, 

Military 

Bases & 

Wall Zone 

Permanent 

Crops 

Green-

houses 

Range-

lands 

Arable 

lands 

24,027 1,210 167 1 313 859 0 62 17,096 253 4,066 

Source: ARIJ ï GIS unit, 2012 

 

According to statistics obtained from the Ministry of Agriculture in 2010, there are no rainfed or 

irrigated vegetable cultivations in 'Anata. However, 'Anata is famous for cultivating olive trees, and 

there are approximately 150 dunums of olive groves. There is also field crop cultivation in the town, 

where there are around 20 dunums of cultivated cereals and grains, mainly barley (Ministry of 

Agriculture ï Jerusalem, 2010).   

 

The difference between the two sets of results obtained from the Ministry of Agriculture and by ARIJôs 

GIS Unit in sizes of agricultural areas is explained by the fact that the Ministry of Agriculture and the 

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (2010) conducted a survey which used a definition of 

agricultural areas based on land ownership. Therefore, the areas included in the survey were those of 

actual holdings of agricultural areas instead of seasonal ones. The survey did not consider fragmented 

and small seasonal cultivated areas in residential and agricultural areas. ARIJôs survey, however, 

indicated the existence of a high proportion of small and fragmented holdings (home gardens) 

throughout the occupied Palestinian territories, thus accounting for the larger area of agricultural 

holdings calculated by ARIJ. 
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Map 3: Land use/land cover in 'Anata town 

 
Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit, 2012. 

 

The field survey conducted by ARIJôs team for the current study in 2011 shows that 20% of the 

residents in 'Anata rear and keep domestic animals such as cows, sheep, and goats. Table 6 shows the 

number of different types of livestock kept by the townôs residents. 

 

Table 6: Livestock in 'Anata town 

Cows* Sheep Goats Camels Horses Donkey Mules 
Layer 

chicken 

Broiler 

chicken 

Bee 

Hives 

47 2,100 510 0 0 0 0 7,000 7,000 0 

 *  Including cows, bull calves, heifer calves and bulls 

Source:  Palestinian Ministry of  Agriculture ï Jerusalem, 2010 

 

There are around 7 kilometers of agricultural roads in the town ('Anata Local Council, 2011), divided as 

follows: 
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Table 7: Agricultural roads in 'Anata town and their lengths 

Suitability of Agricultural Roads  Length (km) 

For vehicles 1.5 

For tractors and agricultural machinery only 2.5 

For animals only 2 

Unsuitable  1 
Source: 'Anata Local Council, 2011 

 

The agricultural sector in the town faces some problems and obstacles ('Anata Local Council, 2011), 

primarily: 

 

1. The confiscation of agricultural lands by Israeli occupying powers. 

2. Farmers are unable to access agricultural areas due to Israeli restrictions. 

3. Lack of water resources. 

4. Lack of capital. 

 

Institutions and Services 
 

There are some governmental offices in 'Anata town such as a post office, in addition to a number of 

local institutions and associations that provide services to various sectors of society. These services 

include ('Anata Local Council, 2011):  

 

¶ 'Anata Local Council: Founded in 1996 by the Ministry of Local Government with the goal of 

solving issues in the town and providing various services to its population. 

¶ Al Ikhlas Association: Founded in 2002 by the Ministry of Social Affairs, concerned with 

providing services to people with special needs.   

¶ 'A nata Youth Club: Founded in 1990 by the residents of óAnata, and currently is registered in 

the Ministry of Youth and Sport. The club is concerned with providing sport, cultural, and social 

services for young people.  

¶ Sabaya 'Anata Center: Founded in 2009 by 'Anata Local Council in order to provide 

occupational education.  

¶ 'Anata Cultural  Center: Founded in 2004 in order to provide services of cultural heritage and 

craftsmanship.  

¶ 'Anata Charitable Association: Founded in 2001 by the Ministry of Interior, the ACA provides 

social and humanitarian assistance.  

¶ Ibdaô Center for Learning Difficulties: Founded in 2009 by the Ministry of Education and 

Higher Education in order to provide educational services.  

 


























