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Background 

 
This report is part of a series of booklets, which contain compiled information about each city, 

locality, and town in the Jericho Governorate. These booklets came as a result of a comprehensive 

study of all localities in Jericho Governorate, which aims at depicting the overall living conditions in 

the governorate and presenting developmental plans to assist in developing the livelihood of the 

population in the area. It was accomplished through the "Village Profiles and Needs Assessment;" 

the project funded by the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID). 

 

The project's objectives are to survey, analyze, and document the available natural, human, 

socioeconomic and environmental resources, and the existing limitations and needs assessment for 

the development of the rural and marginalized areas in the Jericho Governorate. In addition, the 

project aims at preparing strategic developmental programs and activities to mitigate the impact of 

the current political, social, and economic instability with special emphasize on agriculture, 

environment and water.  

 

All locality profiles in Arabic and English are available online at http://vprofile.arij.org.    
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An Nabi Musa 
 

Location and Physical Characteristics 
 

An Nabi Musa is a Palestinian locality in Jericho Governorate located (horizontally) 8.5km south of 

Jericho City. An Nabi Musa is bordered by the Jordan River to the east, the Dead Sea to the south, 

Jericho city and Aqbat Jaber camp to the north, and As Sawahra ash Sharqiya town's lands (from 

Jerusalem Governorate) to the west (ARIJ-GIS Unit, 2010) (See map 1). 

  

Map 1: An Nabi Musa location and borders 

 
Source: ARIJ-GIS Unit, 2011 

 

An Nabi Musa is located at an altitude of 121m below sea level with a mean annual rainfall of 

124mm. The average annual temperature is 23.5 
o
C, and the average annual humidity is 

approximately 51.5% (ARIJ-GIS Unit, 2010). 

 

An Nabi Musa locality has no local authority; as the residents of the locality are nomads who keep 

moving from one area to another. 

 



Palestinian Localities Study                                                                                   Jericho Governorate 

 

 5 

History  
 

The Shrine of prophet Moses is located in the town where it is considered to be a holy place; given 

that it contains the tomb of Prophet Moses, peace be upon him (See Photo below for An Nabi Musa 

locality). 

 

Photo 1: An Nabi Musa Shrine 

 
 

The current construction of the shrine, composed of the mosque, lighthouse and different rooms, was 

completed in 1269 AD during the reign of the Mamluki Sultan Al  Zahir Baybars, ruling during the 

period 1260 - 1277. This Sultan has handed down many of the agricultural lands and villages as 

Islamic ownership lands "Waqf" in order to maintain the shrine. Of these lands were Turmus'ayya, 

Al Mazra'a, Khirbet abu Falah and Sur Baher lands; in addition to Wadi al Qilt territories. 

 

The lighthouse which is located outside the mosque gives an inclusive impressive view of the shrine, 

the Jordan Valley and the deserted hills located in the back. On a clear day, one can see Moab hills 

on the east bank of the Jordan River, as well as Mount Nebo, which, according to the Holy Bible, is 

related to the ministry of Prophet Moses. 

 

The large cemetery outside the shrine walls was allocated for Muslims who died during the 

celebrations of "Al Mawasem" Festival that take place in the area each year by pilgrims, or who have 

requested to be buried in it due to the religious status of the site (WAFA, 2011). 

 












